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Standard of California and Texas Company - 
To Import Sumatra Crude 


Within the next few days, the first 
commercial cargo of crude oil from 
the Minas field on the island of Suma- 
tra in the Malay Archipelago, 7,500 
miles away, will arrive at Richmond 
refinery of Standard of California. 
Standard has initiated this program 
but The Texas Company will also par- 
ticipate in the plan to import Indone- 
sian crude into California on a sub- 
stantial scale. Standard and Texas 
each own a fifty per cent interest in 
Netherlands Pacitic Petroleum Com- 
pany which now owns the concession 
on Sumatra and does the actual deve- 
lopment work. Tentative plans con- 
template importation of about 20,000 
barrels per day by each. The Texas 
Company recently completed a 12-inch 
pipe line from tidewater to the Wil- 
mington refinery and erected several 
additional tanks to facilitate discharge 
of the oil at Los Angeies Harbor. In 
the Netherlands East Indies, work was 
completed several months ago on a 20- 
mile, 12-inch diameter pipe line from 
the Minas field to a Siak River termi- 
nal, from where the crude is moved by 
shallow-draft vessels to deep water at 
Sungai Pakning. Strange as it may 
seem, the first well in the Minas field 
was completed by the Japanese about 
1943, during World War II. Nether- 
lands Pacific Petroleum Company had 
cleared site for an exploratory well at 
Minas but when the Japanese invaded 
the East Indies it was necessary to 
destroy equipment and evacuate em- 
ployees. The Japs picked up where 
Netherlands Pacific Petroleum left 
o!f and completed the first well at the 
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pre-selected site. It was a large flow- 
ing well. Due to unsettled conditions, 
work could not be resumed in Sumatra 
until January, 1949, but since that time 
drilling operations have been aggres- 
sively pursued and subsiantial produc- 
tion has been developed. A total of 33 
producing wells has been completed to 
date. Standard of Calitornia formed 
the Netherlands Pacific Petroleum 
Company as a subsidiary and The 
Texas Company acquired a one-half 
interest in 1936. A total of 22 years 
elapsed between the original geologi- 
cal exploratory work in 1930 and dis- 
charge of the first cargo of crude oil 
in California. In 1941 an interesting 
discovery was made on the Duri anti- 
cline by Netherlands Pacific Petro- 
leum Company but this field is of pro- 
bable secondary importance. Oil pro- 
duction in north Sumatra dates 


back to about 1893 but development 
work in central Sumatra did not get 
under way in earnest until Netherlands 
Pacific Petroleum Company began its 
geological reconnaissance work in 19- 
30. Sumatra crude averages about 35- 
degrees but is quite waxy. Wax con- 
tent approximates 25 per cent and re- 
quires special refining facilities. Wax 
recovery will find a ready outlet in the 
domestic market. The initial shipment 
is enroute in a new supertanker, the 
Gage Lund, one of six such tankers 
operated by California Transport 
Corporation. On the basis of a 25 per 
cent wax content, the Gage Lund will 
discharge about 50,000 barrels of solu- 
ble wax and 150,000 barrels of highly 
desirable refining crude oil. 

Despite the unrealistic attitude of 
PAD and OPS, there is a short supply 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Oil makes him an industrialist... 


On the farms of America a big 
job is being done — growing the food 
to feed millions. It demands enormous 
skill and effort from the farmer, and de- 
pendable power and performance from 
the machines he uses. The development 
of many of these machines — which have 
helped turn farmers into industrialists 
— has been greatly helped by petro- 
leum research. In fact, there is more 


horsepower on the farms than in all the 
nation’s factories. And both modern 
farming and petroleum progress have 
been achieved, largely, by men work- 
ing competitively in a system of free 
enterprise. 

The Texas Company has served the 
farmers of America for many years 
— and hopes to continue to an 
even greater extent in the future. 
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Poor Man’s Play 


Discovery of posthole production at 
Beer Nose, 60 miles northwest of Ba- 
kersfield, may touch off an interesting 
new “Poor Man’s Play” in Kern 
County. 

Wildcatters operating in the color- 
fully-named district recently found oil 
at depths ranging from 110 feet to 225 
feet—considerably shallower than the 
average San Joaquin Valley water 
well. 

While output is not spectacular, the 
play has attracted the attention of nu- 
merous small wildcatters who desire 
to develop production but lack the 
financial resources to participate in the 
deep exploratory campaigns currently 
popular in California. 

As little as several hundred dollars 
has paid the drilling costs for some of 
the shallow wells drilled to the new- 
found pay zone, placing the play with- 
in the financial reach of even the 
smallest operator or would-be opera- 
tor. 

M. R. Peck Drilling Contractor of 
Gardena started the ball rolling with 
a series of four shallow tests on the 
northwest quarter of Sec. 7, 26-19, 
about two and one-half miles north 
of Union Oil Company of California’s 
Junction Station. 

A small rig used for seismographic 
and corehole drilling work was moved 
to Peck’s Beer lease, where little trou- 
ble and less time were required to sink 
the series of shallcw test holes. 

Shortly after the wells were drilled, 
a scout from one of the major oil com- 
panies drove up to Beer Nose to veri- 
fy rumors of a new discovery. 

Out on the Peck lease, almost hid- 
den by sagebrush and weeds, he found 
the unmistakable signs of a discovery 
—makeshift, but effective, pump units 
over two wells and an oil-filled sump 
nearby. There was oil in the sump by 
a third well, and the fourth well was 
idle without any surface installations. 

Everything was scaled to size in 
keeping with the shallow depth—180 
feet-—of the wells. Both pump units 
stood close to the ground, with neither 
utilizing a stroke of more than eight 
inches. Both producing wells operated 
off a single power unit-—a small gaso- 
line engine—and a 140-foot jerk line 
carried the motivating power from one 
Well to the other. 
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Even the oil-filled sumphole was 
built according to scale—eight feet 
long, eight feet wide, and about three 
feet deep. Oil in the sump represented 
output from the two shallow wells at a 
two to four barrels-per-day rate. Gra- 
vity checked out at a shade less than 13 
degrees. 

Though production from the test 
holes hardly was enough to stir inter- 
est among major oil companies, it was 
enough to set the stage for additional 
testing in the vicinity of the Peck 
lease. 

Yellowstone Oil Company went 
back into an idle 457-foot wildcat a- 
bout three-quarters of a mile north- 
west of the Peck wells, cleaned out to 
225 feet with cable tools, and hung two 
and one-half inch tubing at 188 feet 
for a pump test. 

Over a five-day period the well 
pumped about 70 barrels of 13-gra- 
vity crude oil, averaging 12 barrels 
daily. Initial production showed a 
a high water-cut, with the shallow well 
cleaning up quite satisfactorily toward 
the end of the production test. Dur- 
ing the test run, light rods were used 
to pump at a rate of eight, fifteen- 
inch strokes per minute. At no time did 
the well give any indication of pump- 
ing off. 

Completion of the Yellowstone Oil 
Company well gave the newly-opened 
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BAREFOOT HOLE—No pipe is cemented 
in the shallow wells drilled at Beer Nose. 
looking down the 13% inch hole above are 
(left to right) Drexler Dana, Yellowstone 
Oil Company, reflecting light down the 
hole with a Brunton; Keck Saulisbury, drill- 
er; Harry Byers, tool dresser; and Gus Melo, 
contractor. 





area its best producer to date and in- 
indicated that the piay might prove to 
be a money-maker for the small opera- 
tor with the ingenuity to keep down 
production costs. 

While output from the shallow wells 
is small, drilling costs also are rela- 
tively low. A cesspool and rathole rig 
even managed to sink one of the wells 
drilled by Yellowstone Oil Company. 

Elaborate preparations are not a ne- 
cessary prelude to drilling operations 
at Beer Nose. Road-building is no 
problem in the flai, desert landscape, 
and about the only work necessary to 
prepare a location is digging in the 
sumphole. 

Lack of casing is no handicap in 
the new producing area, where it is 
not the practice to cement any pipe— 
not even conductor pipe—in the 
ground. Holes driiled to date at Beer 
Nose are holding vp remarkably well, 
with no tendency to cave noted thus 
far. 

During the course of the drilling 
job, the operator can check the con- 
dition of the hole simply by reflecting 
light down the hole with a small mir- 
ror, enabling a fairly comprehensive 


‘look to depths of more than 100 feet. 


Production at the new wells is being 
obtained from fractured shale, identi- 
fied in Yellowstone’s first well as 
Lower Tumey shale. 

While additional drilling will be 
required to accurately determine scope 
of the producing area, it now appears 
as if the three-quarters of a mile sep- 
arating the Yellowstone well from the 
Peck wells may very well prove to be 
productive. 

Oil showings in the sump at Fife, 
Cramer and Owen’s wildcat, a no-dope 
test about one and one-half miles 
northwest of the Yellowstone well, 
indicate that this shallow venture may 
have picked up the same fractured 
shale pay. 

Acreage which follows the north- 
west-southeast trend of production is 
held by M. R. Peck, Yellowstone Oil 
Company, Steele Petroleum Company, 
General Petroleum Corporation, and 
Peter. Palm. 

Yellowstone is jointly interested 
with Sarge Reynolds and Oscar Lin- 
scott of Taft in the 230-acre Still- 
Maybury lease on Sec. 1, 26-18. Melo 
and Minner of Tait have an option on 
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the lease, which is the site of Yellow- 
stone’s producer—Still-Maybury 0-12- 
1. In addition, Yellowstone holds the 
40-acre Aron lease on the southwest 
quarter of Sec. 6, 26-19. 

M. R. Peck Drilling Contractor 
holds 320 acres on Sec. 7, 26-19, in- 
cluding the northwest and southeast 
quarters and 160 acres on Sec. 10, 26- 
19, covering the northwest quarter. 
This property was leased from Beer 
Land Company. 

General Petroleum Corporation 
holds considerable fee land in the vi- 
cinity of the shallow play and has thus 


far turned thumbs down on attempts 
to sub-lease the acreage. 

Future of the embryo “Poor Man’s 
Play” wiil be dependent on sustained 
performance of wells completed to the 
fractured shale pav horizon. 

Thirty years ago a similar boom 
broke in the hot and dusty Devils Den 
field, two miles north ot the new play, 
and, before the last wildcatter left, 
some 50 wells had been sunk on two 
quarter sections. Most of the wells 
bottomed at less than 500 feet and few 
produced more than 20 barrels daily 
of low gravity oil. 


As production dropped off at ! evils | 
Den, operators pulled out of the field | 
until today it produces less tha: 100 7 
barrels per month. 

Whether or not the new play at | 
Beer Nose will see as much, or tore, 
activity than that witnessed duriny the | 
Devils Den boom remains to be -cea., 

At any rate, by virtue of its incon- | 
siderable drilling costs, the shallow | 
play at Beer Nose has captured the 
imagination of scores of would-be | 
wildcatters who enjoy following a play 
which they themselves might have un- 
derwritten. 





Midway Peak Area Active 


Shortly we should witness the but- 
toning up one of the fastest leasing 
campaigns the industry has seen in ma- 
ny a day. The territory involved takes 
in 15 to 20 miles of the rugged hills 
west of McKittrick and Maricopa, 
geographically in the Midway Peak 
area, but flaring out to cover both the 
Temblor Hills sector and the Panora- 
ma Hills. 

Seldom have we seen a lease play 
conducted quite so hush hush. Object, 
of course, has been to avoid stamped- 
ing of small players. Because of the 
expense likely to be involved in pros- 
pecting there has been a desire to keep 
the holdings in such hands that dry 
hole money deals might be worked out. 
Both plays are shots for Eocene pro- 
duction. 

Most extensive of the two plays is 
that around Midway Peak. In Bakers- 
field the scouts say Richfield Oil Cor- 
poration has upwards ot 80,000 acres 
tied up in Temblor Hills, most of it 
being government prospecting permits. 
Other companies reported as being in 
this play are Ohio Oil and Union Oil, 
although the latter has hinted that its 
interest is “just casual”. 

Ten to 15 years ago Richfield Oil 
did considerable drilling on the east 
side of San Andreas Fault in the Tem- 
blor Hills region, but nothing of im- 
portance developed. Unofficially it is 
said that Richfield now is setting out 
to drill in the rugged portion of the 
range, in search of Eocene, such as it 
found recently at the southerly edge of 
Wheeler Ridge. Such a play might 
have to go 10,000 to 12,000 feet, and 
might cost anywhere from $400,000 to 
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$600,000, so the company is said to be 
giving some thought to holding the 
majority of the acreage and for eco- 
nomic reasons perhaps giving a few 
competitors a ride for dry hole con- 
tributions. 

Some who claim to be in the know 
declare that Richfield is setting out to 
search for Eocene all the way up the 
west side of San Joaquin Valley, start- 
ing with its Wheeier Ridge find, hop- 
ping to its new wildcat northwest of 
its old dusters at San Emidio ranch, 
jumping from there to the Temblor 
Hills, and perhaps from there still far- 
ther northwest toward Coalinga Nose, 
where Eocene is ‘highly productive. 
Geological opinion is that out of three 
or four wildcats drilled un and down 
the trend at Temblor Hills the com- 
panies interested might be able to piece 
together a mosaic of the section that 
would enable someone to make a dis- 
covery. 

The hot spot of the Panorama Hills 
sector, 15 miles northwest of McKitt- 
rick, is not so “big time”, but has been 
more hectic, with numerous small in- 
terests bidding vociferously for such 
government permits as have lately 
been available. Considerable land has 
been tied up at $15 an acre out of oil 
and a one-fifth royalty, and $10 an ac- 
re cash bonus, with one-fifth. 

In this area there are three separate 
domes, extending for 12 miles north to 
south, and lying between Sulphur 
Springs Fault and San Andreas Fault. 
Eight miles south of this play lies Elk- 
horn Flat, where Canon Drilling Com- 
pany recently completed a shallow 50- 
barrel producer, and where Gene Reid 


and others did considerable wildcatt- 
ing a year or more ago. Still farther 
south is the Carrizo Plains and beyond 
that is Cuyama Valley. 


Leasing in Panorama Hills has been 
rather loosely handled, with much fi- 
nancial pulling and hauling, and some 
operators reported as running around 
with leases all filled out and declaring 
“We will meet any competition”. It 
appears obvious that George Terry 
will be the first to get the drill into this 
territory, his office being quoted as 
saying a well will be started there 
“pretty soon now; maybe a couple of 
weeks.” This well will be drilled on | 
Sec. 7, 31-22 of San Luis Obispo 7 
County. In 1930 the Panorama Oil | 
Company drilled a hole on this section § 
with cable tools and found some oil. 7 


The Terry well, we are told, will go 
at least 6,000 feet, and the best infor- 
mation available is that participants in 
the project are likely to be Signal Oil 
& Gas Company, L. M. Lockhart and 
Macmillan Petroleum. Terry is re- 
ported to hold 110 acres on the north | 


dome, 640 acres cn the middle dome ~ 


and 1260 acres on the south dome. 


This area is geologically known as q 


Cineta Anticline. Parcels already a 


leased in the Panorama Hills play are 7 
Secs. 7, 17, 18, 20, 21, 27, 28, 34 and 


35 of 31-21. Among the large blocks of 7 
leases, for which companies were an- | 
gling as this was written were the | 
Wells Fargo Bank 800 acres, the Rich | 
800 acres, the Kane 1500 acres, the 
Vishnu block of 1260 acres, the Klip- | 
stein 640 acres, the Englehart 400 ac- 

res, and a few smaller parcels. 
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Newest of a long line of Hopper self-propelled well 

servicing and drilling units; embodies the features that 

field usage have proved to be reliable, safe, speedy and 

easy to operate. Here are some highlights: 

® Heads in to the location. Easy to spot accurately; no 
exceptional driving skill required. 

© Same engine drives the Hoistmobile on the road and 


operates hoist. 


® Hoisting unit operated through torque converter and /; 


air clutch. 
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Manufacturers of Oil Field Equipment 


HOPPER MACHINE 
WORKS, Inc. 


2315 M Street + P.O. Box 1226° Bakersfield, Calif. 


// 
® Road drive accomplished through 
torque converter and friction 
clutch transmission, making it a 

fluid drive vehicle. 

® Derrick shown is 90-foot, 70-ton 
hook load capacity, both stages 
hydraulically erected. 

© Designed for servicing work / 
from 6,000 to 10,000 feet, 


depending on engine selected. 


Telephone, write or wire / 
for complete information; 





Mid-Continent Sales 
California Sales SPECIALTY SALES AND SERVICE CO. Export Sales 
BETHLEHEM SUPPLY CO. Tulsa, Oklahoma R. J. EICHE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Los Angeles New York « Los Angeles 
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Some people are just born to excel, 
and some — we could lay our hand on 
one from here — are just born! All 
our forlorn and futile life, we have 
been striving desperately to develop 
an aura of importance, but for some 
reason or other we have always been 
pretty sharp at unattractive and un- 
profitable things and have consequent- 
ly remained a very ordinary individ- 
ual. We could stand on our head at an 
unusually early age — indeed, maybe 
that’s what is wrong with it now; 
when we were sixteen years old we 
easily won a spelling contest for chil- 
dren under ten; and if we do say so 
ourself, we have long been one of the 
sharpest monopoly players in the vil- 
lage. But despite that imposing record 
and a consuming anxiety to be some- 
body or something we appear to have 
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been doomed to eternal mediocrity. 


On the other hand, there is Cy Ru- 
bel, the Union Oil Company veep, who 
has more demonstrable talents than a 
one-man band. He has made an ob- 
vious success of his chosen line of en- 
deavor ; is a top organizer ; a fine plat- 
form orator; plays the musical saw 
with unquestionable virtuosity; and 
wherever he goes or whatever he does, 
he just stands out among the common 
herd like a guinea fowl in a chicken 
yard. And with it all, mind you, he is 
easy to know and to talk with, and 
there are mighty few subjects on 
which he can’t dilate interestingly. He 
is an indefatigabie traveler and no 
matter where he was last night or 
when he got home this morning, he 
remains as fresh as the proverbial dai- 
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in producing formations. 


JEL-OIL EMULSION MUD PROVIDES 


Low Water Loss 
Low Surface Tension 
Excellent Lubrication 
A filtrate which decreases water block and Bentonite swelling 


BROWN MUD COMPANY 


COMPLETE DRILLING MUD SERVICE 


AUTHORIZED MAGCOBAR DEALER’ 
DAY and NIGHT SERVICE 


MAIN OFFICE 
4606 W. 18th St. 
LOS ANGELES 19, CALIF. 
YORK 7494 — WY 6133 





VENTURA 
Miller 3-8168 





BAKERSFIELD 
2-6410 
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sy and never seems to lose one jot or | 
tittle of that aliveness which is his out- | 
standing characteristic. His interests | 
are wide and varied and he is the best 
of company whether he is in a domino § 
game at one of the local clubs; is ca- 3 
vorting in a square dance at the old | 
hayloft; or is in the midst of an air 
jaunt to inspect one of his company’s 
far distant operations. Cy is real peo- | 
ple and there are few men who have 
contributed so generously to the ad- 
vancement of the industry’s processes 
and practices. 


We dashed over to the University 
Club a few nights ago to foregather | 
with the boys at Standard of Cal’s @ 
cocktail party just prior to the API 
banquet and had a very nice time ex- 
changing greetings with a stash of 
lovely petrolic people. Among the first 
we spotted in this illustrious convoca- 
tion was Claude Lane, down from 
Baghdad by the Bay, as Herb Caen 
calls it, and looking practically naked 
with no ducks hanging over his shoul- 
der. Also adding light and levity to the 
occasion were Elmer Olsen, assistant 
to the vice president ; Tutt Tuttle, the 
Jan Rubini of the chevron hostelry; 
Clint Furrer, who presides pleasantly 
and we would guess very effectively 
over the Long Beach area; Warren 
Johnson, the distinguished looking 
production chief; and many other 
Standard Oilers who laid themselves 
out to see that we and a thousand 
other guests were well treated. 

In the throng of invited ones we 
found Dan Johnson, the Signal Oil & 
Gas Company drilling superintendent ~ 
who doesn’t care for fishing in rotary © 
mud but loves to do a dry fly job in 
some burbling mountain stream; per- 
sonable Henry Abadie of the Long | 
Beach Oil & Development Company; 7 
Ed Millett, Jr., the efficient CNGA ‘ 


secretary; George Raicliffe, the Na- a 
along with Br 
is featured in the © 


tional Lead veep who, 
Chris Christanelli, 
Glenn McCarty saga, Corduroy Road; | 
Herb Cooley, the Bethlehemite, sece- 7 
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tary of the Tulsa Oil Club and past 
prexy of the Tulsa Nomads; Ralph 
Clemons, a local member: of the Beth- 
lehem clan whose substantial bass has 
given new and better life to many an 
expiring quartet; and, of course, the 
top man in the Bethlehem western set- 
up, Wendell Jones, aiso a producer 
of mighty sweet decibels. 

Also glimpsed in this refreshing 
bodega were Waily Rushing in the 
Republic Supply Company chap who 
has openly defied the golf masters and 
become very proficient in the game 
with a brand new style of his own; Ed 
Stearns, the Universal Consolidated 
marlin fisherman and three cushion 
billiard flash who has Willie Hoppe 
about ready to sell his cue for a pit- 
tance; Bill Pemberton, the big game 
hunter, just back from Africa with 
moom pitchers of his adventures in the 
Kenya compound, and if the films are 
in black and white, we’ll bet four dol- 
lars that the Pemberton descriptions 
are in color; and last of those we re- 
member at this considerable whing- 
ding were Joe Siegel, the slotted pipe 
pioneer from the Kobe kiosk; John 
Augsburger, his right hand man from 
the Cherry Street branch down Long 
Beach way; and the placid but potent 
Baker Oil Tool Company executive, 
Ted Sutter who grows in stature by 
the hour. 





In due course it became necessary 
to light out for the Banquet in the 
Biltmore Bowl, so we took off in the 
direction of the hotel, accompanied by 
Jud Saatjian who functions in a very 
adequate way for The Texas Company 
and is much admired in these parts. 
Parking our fedoras in the Petroleum 
Club so that we wouldn’t have to buy 
them back again, we bid each other a 
solemn goodbye and plunged boldly 
into the fray. By devious routes we 
found our way to the press table where 
we were well received by Lou Hoch- 
Strasser, the Richfield press represen- 
tative, and his aide, Kenny Downs, 
and we enjoyed the offerings of 
Frank Porter, the API prexy, and Don 
Belding, the Freedom Foundations 
head, which were both stimulating and 
much to the point. We were also duly 
impressed by the performance of Paul 
Andrews, the Signal Oil & Gas chap, 
who is rapidly becoming an oratorical 
smoothie and if he doesn’t watch out 
is going to be doing Decca records for 
juke boxes or something. Anyway, 





SECOND ISSUE, MAY, 1952 





LAYS LETTUCE ON HORSES’ NOSES 


A. J. “Art” Heiser, partner in the newly 
organized Green & Heiser Drilling Com- 
pany, which has its headquarters in Bak- 
ersfield, is a@ nicely groomed, clean-cut 
looking young chap who might easily be 
mistaken for a college boy in his senior 
year. However, while his architecture 
may be boyish, there is nothing immature 
about his mind. On the contrary, he is an 
excellent rationalizer with a serious in- 
terest in serious things and a full measure 
of ambition to stimulate him to bigger and 
better effort. 

He was born in Casper, Wyoming; re- 
ceiving his finishing education at Colorado 
School of Mines, of which he is a graduate 
in petroleum engineering and in the nine 
years since he left College has had an 
illuminating and elevating experience. His 
first job was as a flight engineer for 
American Airways in San Francisco. 
Thence he skipped to Standard of Cal at 
Taft and had his first taste of oil field 
engineering. He liked it so well that he 
has been engaged in it ever since. For a 
year and a half he was district engineer 
for Oil Well Supply Company at Bakers- 
field, then in 1947 he joined Brown Drilling 
Company, as a member of the engineer- 
ing staff. When he resigned in April 
of this year to start the Green-Heiser or- 
ganization, he was vice president of the 
Brown Drilling. 

His partner in the new enterprise is 
D. W. Green, former drilling superintend- 
ent for Ned Brown and a chap with a 
world of experience in the drilling busi- 
ness. The pair have purchased an Oil 
Well 66 rig under a Bender 127-foot mast, 
with all that is necessary to drill 7000 to 
7500 foot holes. Needless to say, we are 
wishing them happy footage and a mini- 
mum of fishing. 

Art Heiser has been one of the prime 
movers in the California chapter of AAO- 
DC and has been especially active in the 
educational program of the organization. 
He is also a member of API and, indeed, 
in every possible way keeps himself ap- 
prised of developments in the drilling in- 
dustry. His spare moments are giving to 
viewing sports events of various types 
and he gets a special thrill from laying 
bits of lettuce on the velvet noses of 
select bob-tails and watching them scam- 
per for the glory and redundancy of the 
Heiser household. There may be no truth 
in the story but it is said that he once 
picked the first seven winners at Santa 
Anita and would have had the eighth too 

if he hadn’t run out of money. 


from the opening gong to the finish 
of the main event, the whole affair 
progressed with smoothness and dis- 
patch, and to those who were respon- 
sible, we tender our heartiest congra- 
tulations. 





Being one of these lads who never 
go home until the last canine has been 
guillotined, we foraged about the ho- 
tel after the banquet was over, visit- 
ing sundry rathskellers and hideouts 
and hoping thereby to pick up a juicy 
morsel or two of scandal to feed to our 
panting public. We skipped back for 
a quick look at the Petroleum Club 
and found a whole raft of post prand- 
ial parties in progress. We noted How- 
ard Pyle, the Jergins president, and 
his good lady, exchanging small talk 
with Herb Stark, the Valley Honolu- 
lan, and his life companion. Mean- 
time Charlie Jones, Richfield top man; 
Sam Mosher, president of Signal Oil 
& Gas Company; Russ Green, vice 
president of Signal Oil & Gas Compa- 
ny; Charlie Hapgood of Jones & 
Laughlin; and Jim Kelley, the Hill- 
man-Kelley scion, talked camellias, 
cymbidiums, and other interesting mat- 
ters in a nearby corner. Incidentally, 
first time we catch Charlie Hapgood 
by himself we intend to find out whe- 
ther or not Thomas Watson Bell, the 
Coatbridge colossus, is really the foun- 
der of the Jones & Laughlin Compa- 
ny, Tom is back on the beam, by the 
way, after a rugged time with doctors, 
hospitals, and such. 





For the benefit of Dan Gilliland, the 
Gilliland Oil Company scion, we re- 
cited the unquestionable curative pow- 
ers of the Scottish climate and quoted 
at least one example to prove our 
point. Hardly had we finished this bit 
of salesmanship when we had to do 
it all over again for Lee Daniels and 
Lee Boyd, but after all it’s a poor Ca- 
ledonian who doesn’t put in an occa- 
sional plug for the land of the peat 
bog and the haggis. Continuing this 
Cook’s tour, however, we wandered 
into the game room where we found 
Don Grubbs and Dee Taylor at domi- 
no death grips with Dean Walling and 
Oscar Fuller. We didn’t wait to see 
the end of this affray but it must have 
been a terribly scientific joust, every- 
one was so serious. 





In another match, Joe Hudson, the 
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Humble geophysicist, and Tom Sher- 
man, the Huntington State beau brum- 
mel, appeared to be engaged in a tense 
tussle with Milt Lewis, the Pemberton 
associate, and Paul Broxon, the West- 
ern Gulf legal whiz. If you don’t mind 
the use of a nasty expression, we are 
what might be termed Paul’s bete noir. 
Every time we team with him we drag 
him lower in the dust and he is begin- 
ning to give us that furtive look. Ii 
we should happen to be found in a cul- 
vert one of these days, we certainly 
want this Broxon character ques- 
tioned. 


In our peregrinations we ran flush 
into a busy group, comprised of John 
MeMillan, the AAPG financial genius, 
from Fullerton Oi! Company ; Ed “It’s 
a fine type of play” Bartosh, the 
Bankline geological chap; Bill Strang 
and Carl Young, the API production 
fellows from Dallas, Texas; Bob Gar- 
rot, from the Arkansas Fuel Oil com- 
pany in Shreveport, La; Paul An- 
drews, the Signal Oil & Gas Company 
production expert; Basil Kantzer, the 
noted ceramist frem Union Oil Com- 
pany; and Stafford Park of Fullerton 
Oil Company. These lads were having 
a technical session, the purpose of 
which as nearly as we could figure 
was to determine the relative math- 
ematical value of certain sequences 
and combinations that have been pla- 
guing oil men for years. Before they 
came to any definite decision, however, 
some of the boys gave up, stating that 
they were tired of feeding the kitty. 
It was obviously just an excuse for 
there actually wasn’t a feline within 
a mile of the place. 


Another intensive study was being 
conducted in a side room by a compact 
quartet, consisting of Ted Bear, the 
Hoots aide; Ed Hamner. the Humble- 
toniazn, John Loofbourow, the Sunray 
geologist, and Pete Gardett, the con- 
sultant with the crew haircut. ‘The 
seance opened with a light joust or two 
of dominos but the spotted tiles were 
presently pushed aside to make way 
for much more serious matters. The 
whole thing was much too scientific 
for our feeble mentality but we think 
it had something to do with the solu- 
bility of keratin in ethanol, and what 
that has to do with the oil business 
you will have to iind out from some- 
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one who knows more of the funda- 
mentals of something or other. 


Skipping hither and yon now, we 
note that Lee Bushard the Standard 
of Cal purchasing chap who used to be 
a member of George Trembley’s po- 
tion purveyors, has just been awarded 
his 30 year service pin over in Saudi 
of Arabia. Lee joined the Arabian 
American Company a number of years 
ago and has been cavorting on the 
burning sands ever since. He was a 
member uf the Trembley jerkers in 
the good old days when they assumed 
the costumes, heavy mustachios, and 
general behavior of Gay Ninties 
blades, and we always remember that 
Lee wore the prettiest armbands of 
them all. 


We have a card from Kenneth R. 
Evans, intimating that he has gone in- 
to professional business as a petroleum 
engineering consultant. He has set up 
temporary offices at 2525 Avenida 
Escuela in Bakersfield, pending the 








When it comes to getting a Web Wilson 
Connector-Hook out to your rig, there’s 
nobody like ‘“What-a-man” Plaugher for 
both savvy and strength and speed. * And 
he’s your man to tell you and show you 
why the Web Wilson Hook is designed 
and built to give you the safety, ease of 
operation and economy you've always 
wanted. * He also peddles Web Wilson 
Tongs, Elevators, Links and Power Tub- 
ing Spiders—and is not too proud to take 
an order for a box (or a gross) of “Tiger 
Tooth” Tong Dies. * Better call him at 
Bakersfield 2-2987, or stop by 1415 - 34th 
Street and get acquainted—he’d love it! 
Might even bake a cake. 








construction of permanent quarters 
which he hopes will be ready by (‘cto- 
ber. In the meantime Ken is prepared 
to tackle any problem involving oil 
property management, property eva- 
luations, production and development 
engineering, and he certainly has had 
both the academic training and the ac- 
tual experience to equip him adniira- | 
bly for that sort of work. Apart from 
bus‘ness, we remember this lad best 
when he was in the Union Oil Com- 
pany production department in Los 
Angeles and was one of our stiffest | 
competitors in the ping pong league. | 
For the benefit of the uninitiated, we | 
might explain that ping pong is a game | 
that is played under a large table 
5 feet x 9 feet, and Shakespeare or 
somebody wrote a lovely poem about 
it, that goes like this: 


Though aced, disgraced, and double 
crossed 
By each elusive little ball, 
‘T is better to have pinged and lost, © 
Than never to have ponged at all. 


By way of last minute roundup, Joe 
Bergeron, the Baash-Ross raconteur, 
did an exceptionally neat job of intro- 
ducing Russ Havenstrite at the No- 
mads May meeting. and Elmer Decker 
is to be congratulated on the manner 
in which he invested Phil McConnell 
with honorary membership in the lo- 
cal chapter. Bill Pemberton is back jj 
from the African wilds and so is Ar- | 
chie MacDonald. Tom Selser is home 
again too from Honolulu, with a book- 
ful of his own sketches. Tom is quite 
an artist which tempts us to suggest 
that someone institute an annual art 
and hobby show for petroleum people, 
say at the Shrine Auditorium, where 
they might exhibit their own work. It 
would be one of the most interesting 
and most popular events on the petro- 
lic calendar. 


Comanche Point 
Wildcat Drilling 


Under the sponsorship of Wa-Me- | 
Co Drilling Company, a wildcat well 
is making hole ahead at an incon- 
clusive depth on land a mile and one- 
haif east of wells producing at Co- 
manche Point, Kern County. Label- 
ed G.M.T. No. 1 it is on Sec. 27-12n- 
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‘ a © ONE-PIECE STAINLESS STEEL BELLOWS CONSTRUCTION 
out | Large area, fluid filled, seamless stainless steel bellows provide 


longer service life with minimum possibility of leaks caused by 
tble | metal fatigue. 


© DIRECT FULL SCALE RECORDING PEN MOVEMENT — 
om q NO EXTERNAL GEARING OR LINKAGE MULTIPLICATION 
Recordirig pen arm travels through the full 22% degree arc 


without complex external gearing or linkage multiplication. 
Standard American Westcott charts are used. 
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'ro- @ @ AMERICAN TYPE “B” TEFLON SEAL STUFFING BOX 
NEEDS NO LUBRICATION 

ner 4 Noted for simplicity, this nearly frictionless precision unit pro- 
nell | vides maximum accuracy... Requires No Lubrication. All stuff- 
lo- @ ing box parts are removable and replaceable in the field... No 






Shaft Freezing; No Leakage. 







STAINLESS STEEL INTERNAL WORKING PARTS 


All internal operating parts of the new DRI-FLO Orifice Meter 
are of stainless steel except the ground and polished stuffing 
box shaft which is Monel metal. Body is cast steel. 



















ere 
It 
ing 
r0- READILY ACCESSIBLE FOR CLEANING 
The meter body and internal working parts are easily acces- 
sible for inspection, calibration and cleaning by removing one 
or both case cover heads ... without disturbing manifold piping. 
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New Southwest Sales 
Manager Named By 
Grove Regulator Company 
The Grove Regulator Company of 
Emeryville, California, has an- 
nounced the appointment of George 
M. Theimer as Southwestern Di- 
visional Sales Manager with head- 
quarters in the firm’s Houston of- 
fices. Theimer will direct sales ac- 
tivities in the Mid-Continent and 
Gulf Coast areas where Grove 
valves, regulators, and pressure and 
flow control systems are in exten- 
sive use by the petroleum and na- 
tural gas industries. 


George M. Theimer 


Theimer’s background includes 22 
years of diversified sales and engi- 
neering experience, including many 
years of association with gas and 
oil producers and _ distributors 
throughout the Southwest. He is a 
graduate of the University of Min- 
nesota College of Engineering. 


Bob Lytle is back at his desk in the 
General Petroleum Building, Los An- 
geles, after a vacation in Spain, France 
and other countries across the Atlan- 
tic. 
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Hintz Named Sales Mgr. 
Of Grant Oil Tool 


The recent appointment of Harold 
A. Hintz, as sales manager of Grant 
Oil Tool Company, succeeding J. A. 
“Jerry” Engstrand, resigned, has 
just been announced by 
headquarters in Los Angeles. Hintz 
studied engineering at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago and has since had 


company 


an interesting experience in sales 
and service work of diverse charac- 
ter. He was with Axelson Manu- 
facturing Company for seven years 
as technical sales engineer in Okla- 
homa, Texas, and Louisiana, after 
which he opened and organized west 
coast offices for H. K. Porter, Inc., 
in San Francisco, Seattle, and Salt 
Lake City. For some time there- 
after he functioned professionally 
as a consulting engineer, designing 
and supervising the building and 
tooling of plants for processing and 
mineralizing rubber. He joined 
Grant Oil Tool Cémpany in March 
of this year. 
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Petroleum Club Holds Third 
Domino Tournament 


The Third Domino Tournament of 
the Petroleum Ciub of Los Angeles 
ended in an almost all Union Oil Com- 
pany final when A. C. “Cy” Rubel and 
partner W. H. “Bill” Geis took the 
measure of Basil Kantzer and Sam 
Grinsfelder in a_ closely contested 
match. Winners of the Consolation 
bracket were Harold W. Hoots and 
M. Guy Edwards, consultants, who 
teamed together to defeat Willard F. § 
Goertz, Axelson Manufacturing Co., | 
and S. H. Oatway, Shell Oil Co., Ine. 


Following completion of the matches, ; 


formal presentation of the prizes was 
made by S. Z. Natcher, Standard Oil 
Co., of California, vice-president and 
chairman of the House Committee. 
Graydon Oliver, consultant, accepted 
the award on behalf of W. H. Geis, 
who was absent from the City when 
photographs of the teams were taken 
in the Clubrooms. This was the sec- 
ond finals match for the Rubel-Geis 
duo, who were runners-up in the Sec- 
ond Club Tournament. 











Participants in the final match of the Third Domino Tournament of the Petroleum Club 
of Los Angeles—left to right—Basil Kantzer, Union Oil Co. of California, runner-up’ 
A. C. “Cy” Rubel, Union Oil Co. of California, with Graydon Oliver, Consultant, sub- 
stituting for W. H. “Bill” Geis, Consultant, the winning team; and Sam Grinsfelder, 
Union Oil Co. of California, team mate of Kantzer. 
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li’s BAASH-RO 


They have Everything 
in Performance Features! 


¢ Baash-Ross Square Kellys are forged end-to- 
end from one solid piece of restricted analysis, 
fine-grained alloy steel, with each heat of steel 
individually checked for quality by separate test 


O., Gre IK Wind 


specimens. 
of @ After forging and before heat treating, the 
eles dimensional accuracy of the forged square sec- 
tion is checked by an API Kelly Sleeve Gage 
a which must pass freely over the entire length of 
and the square to check maximum allowable toler- 
h ances across flats and across corners. Also, 
the accurate caliper measurements are taken to make 
sam sure no portion of the driving section is undersize! 
sted @ Next, a series of heat-treating operations 
tion performed over the entire length of the Kelly in 
one operation, develop the metallurgical prop- 
and erties of the steel to previde the best balance of 
vho shock-resisting toughness and wear-resisting 
hardness. 
F. 3 
~ 3 Additional heat-treatments 
-0., § harden the threaded ends for maxi- 
Inc, "= mum life and service. 
1es, & e All residual forging stresses are 
; relieved by these heat-treating proc- 
VaS "esses, thus eliminating the most 
Oil prevalent cause of bending and 
: deformation. 
und | 
fee, 9 @ The Kellys are then carefully 
* "3 bored by precision drilling ma- 
ted 7) chines so that the bore is precisely 
eis. centered end-to-end, then double- 
’ 


% checked by highly-accurate survey 
1en | devices. For products with bores 

a 24" diameter or larger, wall thick- 
4 ness of the Kelly must not vary 
ec- more than one-sixteenth inch for 

: each 10 ft. of product length, or 
fraction thereof. 


Othe Kelly itself is also accurately 
surveyed for straightness and 
must be straight within one-eighth 
inch when measured ot any point 
over its entire length. 


@ The alignment of the projected 
axis of each threaded end, when 
checked with the precise Baash- 
3 Ross Alignoscope, must be within 
, @ one-eighth inch of the longitudinal 
: @ axis of the Kelly for each 10 ft. of 
; @ Kelly length, or fraction thereof. 


@ In addition, threads must pass, 
not only all API specifications, but 
also unusually rigid Baash-Ross 
specifications on thread form, 
taper, lead, finish, ete. 








The clove highlight only a few of the many 
¢onfrs's maintained by Baash-Ross fo insure 
abso!.'« straightness, long-life and maximum 
allecr=:nd performance from every Baash- 
Ross ily! 





*The Baash-Ross Lines of Hex- 
ip: | agon and Octagon Kellys are 
be rE equally complete. Write for 


‘ data on these products. 
er, 


Lo BAASH-ROSS KELLYS ARE AVAILABLE 


THROUGH LEADING SUPPLY STORES! 


GIN 
oe ae VEN ; 


All Sizes—All Designs— All Lengths 


PLUS the Most Advanced 
Construction and Metallurgical Features! 


OR YEARS Baash-Ross has led in the development of 

F a superior line of square Kellys to meet the increas- 

ingly rigid requirements of modern drilling operations. And 
best of all, these top-quality Kellys are available in a range of 
sizes and designs to meet every operator’s need... with or with- 
out stop shoulders, elevator spaces, etc.... and in all lengths. 


In fact, Baash-Ross 
provides everything in square* Kellys! 


GENERAL OFFICES: 5512 SO. BOYLE AVE., LOS ANGELES 58 
OKLAHOMA CITY 9 »* HOUSTON 1 + ODESSA «+ CASPER 
Export Offices: 11 W. 42nd St., New York 18 








Candid Shots at Petroleum Production Pioneers Barbecue 














Mort Higgs, Ted Sutter and Bill Bettis. Dave Hearn, Leo Money, Dave Mitchell and H. C. Smith. 





. a 


Back row: Al Collins, G. H. Griffith, Frank Turner, C. S. Penfield, Bill Forker, Ed Meyers, Clyde Simpson, Ken Shaffer, Jules Tous- © 
Russ Chambers, Dan Duncan, Pete Hammer, Herb Stanley; front saint, Spike Oliphant. : 
row: R. W. McConnel, Bert Eastin, Matt Schumacher, R. R. 
Robeson, and Herb Warren. 


Back row: Red Donavan, Chris Christinelli, Paul Andrews; front 4 


Bert Kelley, Jim Kelley, Jerry Wilford, Jack Pike and John Isaacs. 
row: Ed Beachamp and James Hughes. 


Page 14 CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD © 





a 





The roaring races and many speed records of the “mighty 
midgets” are proof enough that small size and ruggedness can 
go hand-in-hand. These pint-size speedsters have been clocked 
at better than 135 m.p.h., and it takes as much engineering and 
as fine materials to make one as it does to build an Indianapolis 
race Car. 

In just the same way, the smaller sizes of H. C. Smith Rock 
Bits are just as carefully engineered, just as ruggedly built, as 
the larger bits. Even the smallest H. C. Smith 4-Cutter Rock 
Bit features the solid pin and solid cutter brace, tying all four 
legs together in the strongest rock-bit construction known. 

So—if you’re drilling in the smaller size range (612” 
or smaller )— these are the bits that really will take it and 
come back for more! 


This Plant makes ROCK BITS...and nothing but 


a eo ee 


ROCK BITS! 


OIL TOOL CO. 


GENERAL OFFICES, EXPORT OFFICE AND PLANT its 
COMPTON, CALIFORNIA we . at at Ti 
Oates 


BRANCHES IN ALL PRINCIPAL OIL CENTERS IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


California Branches: AVENAL * BAKERSFIELD * COMPTON * CUYAMA + NEWHALL + RIO VISTA + SANTA MARIA + VENTURA 
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Vaughn Euge, Perry Isham, Al McConville, Glen Books and 


Ralph Books. 


Dolph Greenwood, George Trembly, Leo Thiesen, Jack Human, 


Bill Goertz, Joe Schlarb, and Paul Benner. 





W. C. (Bill) Whaley, until recently 
vice president in charge of Sunray Oil 
Corporation operations in California, 
has been elected president of the com- 
pany and C. H. Wright has been 
named board chairman and chief exe- 
cutive officer. Wright, outgoing pre- 
sident, replaced F. B. Parriott, who 
has retired, but will become chairman 
of the executive committee. Whaley 
was a director of the former Barnsdall 
Oil Company and joined Sunray in 
June, 1950, as a director and vice 
president when Barnsdall was merged 
into Sunray. F. L. Martin, resigned 
as a director and vice president in 
charge of the company’s refining and 
pipeline division to become president 
of the Suntide Refining Company, a 
new firm which has been organized by 
Sunray and outside banking interests. 
The company will build and operate 
a new 25,000 barrels a day catalytic 
refinery. Other officers elected by 
Sunray’s board were: Edward Ho- 
well, vice president and general coun- 
sel; Paul E. Taliaferro, vice president 
and assistant to the president; R. E. 
Foss, H. W. Manley, M. Darwin Kirk 
and W. L. Horner, vice presidents ; 
W. D. Forster, secretary, and L. W. 
Bennett, treasurer. Bennett was elec- 
ted a director to fill the vacany caused 
by the resignation of Martin. 


Phil M. Swaffield, attorney specia- 
lizing in oil matters, died at his Coun- 
try Club drive residence at Long 
Beach. In partnership with his bro- 
ther, Roland G. Swaffield, the attor- 
ney was widely known in sports cir- 
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cles for his marlin and sailfish skill. 

Chester F. Smith of New York, a 
director and vice president of Stan- 
dard Oil of New Jersev, and J. How- 
ard Pew, a director and former presi- 
dent of Sun Oil Company of Phila- 
delphia, were recipients of “Certifi- 
cates of Appreciation” at the 17th 
mid-year meeting of American Petro- 
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Shell Oil Company's discovery well of Signal Hill field, brought in on June 25, 1921, © 
was dedicated by the Petroleum Production Pioneers when a monument was unveiled ~ 
at Alamitos No. 1. Taking part in the recent public ceremony at Signal Hill were: (l-r) | 
W. F. Sharp; W. I. Parker; C. H. Cupernell; S. F. Bowlby, vice president Shell Oil Com- | 
pany: Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Thornburg; J. W. Elder: and M. B. Schumacher. Messrs. Sharp, 7 
Parker, Cupernell, Elder, and Schumacher were members of the crew that worked on | 
Alamitos No. 1 in 1921. Thornburg was a member of the Shell geological party that © 


surveyed the Long Beach area in 1920. 


leum Institute’s division of refining 
held in San Francisco. The presenta- 
tions were made by David E. Day of 
Los Angeles, vice president of Rich- 
field Oil Corporation, and secretary 
of the refining division’s general com- 
mittee. 


his proxy, C. H. Thayer. 


es 
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Smith received his certificate | 
in person, while Pew’s was given to | 
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American Meter Company 
Promotes Hilding V. Beck 

The appointment of Mr. H. V. Beck 
as Application Engineer has been an- 
nounced by William C. Hamilton, Jr., 
President of the American Meter 
Company, manufacturers of displace- 
ment gas meters, regulators, orifice 
meters and related instruments. 


H. V. Beck 


Mr. Beck assumes his new duties 
with a wide background in the field of 
measurement and control equipment. 
He has been with American Meter 
Company for the past sixteen years 
and was the Assistant Manager of the 
Company’s Metric Works in Erie, Pa., 
prior to his present appointment. Be- 
fore joining American Meter Compa- 
ny he was an Assistant Professor at 
the University of Oklahoma where he 
was in charge of the ASME-O.U. Co- 
operative Fluid Meters Research Pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Beck is a Mechanical Engineer- 
ing Graduate of Yale University and 
a member of the ASME Fluid Meters 
Research Committee and the Instru- 
ment Society of America. 


Back from a quick look-see of Wyo- 
ming operations is John August of the 
R. S. Lytle operating organization. 
Flying to and fro, John was absent 
from Los Angeles only a few days. 


Bill Sheftal, prominent oil land and 
leaseman, has left Los Angeles for a 
vacation in Florida and a visit with 
his mother, who resides at Jackson- 
ville, 
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Douglas H. Graham, president of Dunlap & 
Graham, Inc., drilling contractors of Long 
Beach, accompanied by Mrs. Graham, 
daughter Mardel, and son Douglas Jr., took 
off recently on an extended tour of the 
South American countries in a spanking 
new PBY plane, just purchased by D. H. 
Graham for his own private use. The itin- 
erary includes such places as Panama, Co- 
lombia, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Bolivia, Venezuela, Haiti, and any other 
country, indeed, south of the border that 
seems to offer business interest or vaca- 
tional pleasure. Especially scheduled is 
an inspection trip to Lima, Peru, where 
Dunlap & Graham is now drilling its fifth 
well for Empresa Petrolera Fiscal in the 
Punta Sal area. Operations for the com- 
pany in Peru are under the immediate 
direction of W. J. “Swede” Larsen, widely 
experienced California production and 
drilling authority. The Graham family ex- 
pects to be gone from 30 to 45 days, de- 
pending on weather, and general develop- 
ments and inducements. 





Son Born To The 
Jim Christophers 

A son, their first, was born to the 
Jim Christophers at the Cedars of 
Lebanon Hospital on May 15th. The 
boy, who weighed 7 pounds and 11 
ounces and has been named Thomas 
McKean, is a direct descendant of 
the Thomas McKean who signed the 
Declaration of Independence. The 
father is partner in the advertising 
agency, Hill and Christopher, Los 
Angeles. 


The Ventura Shell Club board of 
directors has elected and installed new 
officers. Philip S. Carr was named 
president for the ensuing year. Will- 
iam S. Cook, vice president, and Jack 
Mulholland, secretary-treasurer. 


Robert L. Minckler of Los Angeles, 
president of General Petroleum Cor- 
poration, was the chief speaker at the 
meeting of the National Federation of 
Financial Analysts at its convention 
at San Francisco. 


Taking part in the recent ground- iientten ceremonies at Ventura ist the new multi- 
million dollar Shell Chemical Corporation ammonia plant, are: (l-r) C. W. Petit, city 
councilman representing the mayor of Ventura; Sam Rogers, Shell bulldozer operator; 
L. A. Price, chairman Ventura county board of supervisors; (foreground) F. D. Kuenzly, 


manager of the ammonia plant. 


100 Ventura city and county leaders attended the cere- 


monies and a luncheon in the Shell Ventura clubhouse as guests of B. P. Eastin, 
Coastal division manager for Shell Oil Company. Scheduled for completion in mid-1953, 
the plant will manufacture 150 tons of liquid ammonia fertilizer per day, and will em- 
ploy about 130 people with an annual payroll of more than $600,000. 














ComPLETE VOLATILITY CONTROL; 
GASOLINE OR AROMATICS 


“This unit is really flexible. When we wanted a higher octane 
Platformate, we just changed the processing conditions and 
stepped up from 92 to 96... just like that.” 

That’s what refinery men will tell you about the Platforming 
process. They'll tell you it will make a high yield of high 
octane gasoline . . . and that high or low volatility can be 
obtained, depending on the requirements of the product. 
And they’re right . : . /é’s a matter of record. 

Platformate as it leaves the unit is a superior type of blending 
component. The bromine number and the gum content are low. 
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is one of the most versatile 





_ processes ever developed 


Sulphur reduction is consistently high. Platformate requires 
no special treatment and can be stored separately or blended 
directly with other refinery gasolines. 

Then too, Platforming has the aromatics option:so that the 
refiner can switch from motor fuel to aromatic production, 
simply by modifications in his operations. It’s another reason 
why he can capture the market because he serves it best. 
It’s a matter of record. 


UNIVERSAL OIL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


General Offices: 310 S. MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO 4, ILL., U.S.A. 
. Laboratories: RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS 


Universal Service Protects Your Refinery 
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Union Scores 
In Coalinga Area 


Building success upon success, 
Union Oil’s Los Nietos Company has 
opened a new zone to production at 
Coalinga in Fresno County. It was 
accomplished with Los Nietos’ No. 
86V-18F well, which was drilled to 
a bottom of 6449 ft. and came in 
flowing from what the majority of 
production men agreed was the Va- 
queros just above the Gatchell zone. 
The well as this is set down was put- 
ting out at the rate of 650 barrels of 
37.8 gravity oil a day under restric- 
tions, along with 398,000 cubic ft. of 
gas daily. It showed an initial out- 
put of more than 1500 barrels daily. 

There is no production from the 
zone opened for three or four miles 
around the well site and in view of 
this the unit plan of operation pre- 
vailing from the Gatchell sand in the 
field may be revised. 

Los Nietos shares interest in the 
well with Honolulu, Seaboard and 
McAllister Oil Company of Oklaho- 
ma. In addition, the latter is under- 
stood to hold an original interest 
which was obtained before Union 
bought Los Nietos from the Doheny 
interest and still in force. 

During the last month or so Union 
has come through with other sensa- 
tional developments notably at Tor- 
rey Canyon in Ventura County, Bel- 
gian Anticline in Kern County and 
Sansinena in the Los Angeles Basin. 


San Emidio 
Test Drills 

The San Emidio Rancho area of 
southern San Joaquin Valley is the 
scene of an interesting wildcat well 
undertaken by Richfield Oil Corpor- 
ation on Sec. 21-11n-22w. Called San 
Emidio No. A-18-21, the project is 
making hole below 1800 ft. at loca- 
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tion about 15 miles west of Humble 
Oil & Refining Company’s Pleito 
Creek field and three miles south of 
Richfield’s important discovery at 
Wheeler Ridge. 

Several months ago Richfield 
drilled in the Sar Emidio area and 
from all reports garnered geological 
information leading the way to the 
present wildcat effort. This earlier 
test was abandoned last February 
at 6625 ft. 

Three miles southwest of produc- 
tion in the San Emidio field, Blue 
Ridge Oil Company is drilling at 
400 ft. with its Robinson No. 1 on 
Sec. 14-10n-23w. 


Standard Starts 
At Wheeler Ridge 


Standard Oil of California is near- 
ing the spudding stage with a well 
designed to test the regional discov- 
ery recently achieved by Richfield 
Oil Corporation in the Eocene at 
south San Joaquin Valley in the 
Wheeler Ridge area. 

The company’s well is tagged 
KCL-2 No. 356 and is on Section 28- 
10n-20w, approximately three-quar- 
ters of a mile southeast of the Rich- 
field finder, which came in the mid- 
dle of last April for an initial yield 
of 1170 barrels daily with a 17/64- 
in. orifice in use. 

North of Standard’s drill site, the 
company has a cluster of wells prod- 
ucing from the old shallow sand zone 
at Wheeler Ridge. These holes never 
were carried down deep enough to 
eye the Eocene. 

Richfield, meantime, has commen- 
ced drilling operations with its KCL- 
D No. 76-29 well located 1668 ft. 
north and 984 feet west from the 
southeast corner of Sec. 29-11n-20w, 
a followup job to the discovery. 

More than 2700 acres are held by 
Richfield on lease from Kern County 





Land Company, with the latter own- 
ing approximately 165,000 acres in 
one block around the Eocene discov- 
ery well. 

Richfield, in addition to its 2700 
acres, holds ground four or five 
miles removed from the finder and 
future drilling may prove that this 
sand also is productive from the Eo- 
cene. 

Prior to the Richfield success there 
had been no production established 


in southern San Joaquin Valley from ~ 


the Eocene. 


Cuyama Valley 
Test Commenced 


Richfield Oil Corporation, contin- 
uing its healthy and profitable de- 
velopment of Cuyama Valley, has 
spudded its F. K. Perkins No. 33-36 
on Sec. 26-10n-26w, Santa Barbara 
County. The derrick is about 5000 
ft. southeast of Seaboard Oil Com- 
pany’s Richfield-Kirschenmann No. 
78-22, completed last May. 

Any reference to the great Cuya- 
ma Valley brings to mind that the 
veteran oil prospector George Had- 
ley, one of the first to regard that 
part of California with production 
favor, is now seeking petroleum in 
Nevada, the state which has a stand- 
ing offer of $50,000 to the finder of 
the first commercial oil there. 

Hadley’s current well in Nevada 
is known as Bruffey-Eureka No. 6 
and currently is down around 1700 


ft., according to the last word. It q 


flies the banner of Eureka Oil Com- 
pany, headed by Hadley. This is the 
sixth test well sponsored by Eureka 
and it is credited with some oil 
shows and casing may be run. 
Back to Cuyama Valley in Cali- 
fornia, Superior Oil Company’s Cu- 
yama Government No. 1 on Sec. 21- 
9n-26w, Santa Barbara County, is 
digging at 1805 ft. 
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So. Mountain 
Well Drilling 

In the southwest extension area of 
the South Mountain field, Ohio Oil 
Company is drilling below 800 ft. with 
its Norman Richardson No. 2 on Sec. 
24-3n-21w, with K. L. Kellogg & Sons, 
contractors. Richardson No. 1 on the 
section is about to spud. 





Torrey Canyon 
Find Performing 

Union Oil Company’s Torrey No. 
83 well on Sec. 5-3n-18w in the Torrey 
Canyon field, which recently gava 
southeast Ventura County a find of 
considerable moment, still performs 
satisfactorily. At last reports the well 
was putting out 525 barrels of 18.3 
gravity oil and 149,000 cubic ft. of 
gas daily. In the Aliso Canyon area, 
Union is in shape to spud its ExMis- 
sion No. X-7 on Sec. 28-4n-22w. Simi 
No. 17, a compary job on Sec. 9-3n- 
18w at Simi, is rigged up. 


Redding Try Idle 


Temporarily idie at 200 ft. was the 


Coastal and Northern District 


most recent word on E. D. Berryman’s 
Stillwater Plains No. 1 wildcat way up 
north in Shasta County near Redding 
on Sec. 35-31n-4w. 


Devils Canyon 
Wildcat Digging 

Wildcat drilling operations have 
poked their way down below 2800 it. 
in Continental Oil Company’s Mc- 
Burney-USL No. 1 on Sec. 23-5n-18w 
at Devils Canyon, Ventura County. 
Terminal Drilling Company is in 
charge of drilling. In the Holser Can- 
yon area, Crestmont Oil’s Holser No. 
6 test on Sec. 14-4n-18w is down to the 
6000-ft. level and fishing. 


Saticoy Test 
All Set To Go 


Everything is in proper order for 
General Petroleum Corporation to 
take the first bite of ground with its 
Hill-Converse No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 
27-3n-2lw near Saticoy, Ventura 
County. Location for S.P.S. No. 1 
test has been staked on Sec. 28. 


Moffat Gas 
Test Drills 

Southwest of the limited Moffatt 
gas field in Madera County, Harry H. 
Magee, Operator. is drilling below 
1000 ft. in Stone No. 1-12 on Sec. 12- 
12s-14e. The venture probably will 
not be satisfied until looking over all 
formation to 4200 ft. Chowchilla Gas 
Company’s Chowchilla No. 3 test on 
Sec. 17-10s-14e is down 2923 ft. and 
understood in line for redrilling. Sun- 
ray Oil’s Chowchilla Farms No. 1 test 
is a location on Sec. 23-11s-14e north- 
east of Firebaugh. 


Sisquoc Try 
Rigged Up 

Contractor Tine Gaiser is ready to 
start the drill in Honolulu Oil Cor- 
poration’s Honolulu-Sunray-Sisquoc 
No.1 test well on Sec. 5-9n-31w in the 
Sisquoc area of Senta Barbara Coun- 
ty. British-American Oil Producing 
Company has started its British Amer- 
ican-Honolulu-Rancho Suey No. C-1 
on Sec. 5-10n-32w. 














Pat. applied for 


The “O-Ring” seat absorbs the shock of 
hard pumping conditions by cushioning the 
ball as it contacts the seat. This seat avail- 
able in “flat-style” only. 

Where pitting and corrosion causes ball 
failures we offer the “Sheralloy” ball to mate 
with the stainless steel “O-Ring” seat. Prices 
for this combination furnished on request. 

Available at your supply store. 

BM-2-8 


Quick Production Zone Cleanups 
with the 


BOWEN LINER WASHER! 
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Positive high pressure washing action of 
the Bowen Liner Washer—plus the return 
circulation feature—enables you to com- 
pletely remove sand and inert material 
from behind the liner—on just one trip 
into the hole! 


Operation is simple. The washer is moved 
up the liner in easy stages, and at each 
setting a section of the liner is packed off 
to permit concentration of pressure 
through the tool and out through the per- 
forations at that point. Pressure can be 
built until circulation is established—an 
important point. 


Bowen Liner Washers are available in a 
full range of sizes from your nearest Bow- 
en Service Store—which is open 24 hours 
a day for your convenience. Next time— 
call Bowen! 
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Long Beach 
Test Drilling 

Richfield Oil’s Hodges Comm. No. 
1 on Sec. 13-4s-13w and near the cor- 
ner of 37th place and Long Beach 
boulevard at Long Beach is being put 
down by Thomas P. Pike Drilling 
Company at a depth last reported of 
1895 ft. On Sec. 28-4s-12w, The Texas 
Company is getting ready to drill Gil- 
bert Brown No. 2 at State street and 
Termino avenue. 


Montebello 
Test Working 


Felix Mallon, veteran Long Beach 
oil field supplyman and producer, has 
cellar for his Castle Ne. 1 test on Sec. 
31-1s-1lw east of Montebello proper. 
In the Montebello field, C. C. Killings- 
worth, Operator has completed Bald- 
win No. 1 on Sec. 6-2s-11w at a plug- 
ged bottom of 3521 ft. The well on 
test apparently pumped all water. 


Los Angeles Basin 


Dixieland 
Test Digs 

Imperial County’s Dixieland area 
test, by The Texas Company and 
called F. D. Browne No. 1, continues 
to drill inquisitively on down at a 
depth below 6100 ft. The derrick 
stands on Sec. 6-16s-12e. 





Bouquet Canyon 
Wildcat Locale 

Not the scene of wild flowers but 
the locale of a wildcat is Bouquet Can- 
yon in Los Angeles Canyon. There 
Enterprise Oil Cémpany is drilling at 
3100 ft. with its Puckett No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 33-5n-15w. 





Placerita 
Test Stops 

Drilling has beer suspended for a 
time at a depth of 1356 ft. in March 
Oil Company’s Boylan No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 21-4n-15w, two and one-half 
miles northeast of the Placerita field. 
On Sec. 8-4n-15w, Ernest T. Wix is 


































































LONG BEACH, CALIF. 


Pioneers in Portable Power 


1456 East Hill 


Telephone: Long Beach 48549 





digging at 6500 ft. with Benz No. 1 
test, with Jess Hooper doing the <rill- 
ing. Engineers on the project are Ross 
Cabeen & Associates. 


Sunset Beach 
Test Drilling 

Down at Sunset Beach along the 
south coast in Orange County, Algon- 
quin Oil Company’s No. 2 test near 
Los Patos and Algonquin streets on 
Sec. 29-5s-11w is drilling at 1340 ft. 
At West Coyote, Derby Oil & Gas 
Company is drilling at 4300 ft. with 
its Butch No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 24-3s- 
10w. Operations were recently re- 
sumed from 3823 ft. after perforations 
in the 7-inch casing set at 3822 ft. were 
squeezed. In the Santa Ana Mountains 
area, The Texas Company last was re- 
ported coring and drilling at 2000 ft. 
with its Irvine NCT-One No. 1 on 
Sec. 29-4s-8w. 





Canoga Park 
Test Preparing 

Spudding appears the next move 
with W. J. McCarthy’s Frank Knapp 
No. 2, a test well on Sec. 4-1n-17w in 
the Canoga Park area. Sunray Oil 
Corporation probably will begin work 
in the very near future on its sche- 
duled explorer called Greenman No. 
72-15 on Sec. 15-2n-16w near Chats- 
worth. 


Whitney Canyon 
Loses Wildcat Try 

Whitney Canyon in Los Angeles 
County no longer or for the immediate 
present at least is the scene of wild- 
cat operations. There Continental Oil 
Company has folded its tent and 
shoved into discard its Phillips No. 2 
on Sec. 6-3n-15w. The venture the 
first time down went to 1814 ft. and 
then was redrilled to 1060 ft. without 
encountered with commercial shows. 





Castaic Test 
May Go Deeper 
When contractor is free from other 
commitments, Daum Drilling Compa- 
ny is understood planning to deepen 
its Mary Austin No. 1 wildcat at Cas- 
taic from present depth of 3648 ft. 10 
around 4000 ft. It is on Sec. 26-6n- 
17w. The Douglas Oii Company of 
California, Douglas-Twomey No. 2 
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wildcat on Sec. 36-5n-17w is drilling 
steadily ahead below 4450 ft. 


Palmdale 
Test Drills 

With development information 
closely held by the operator, J. E. Wil- 
lette’s Chief Paduke No. 1 exploratory 
well on Sec. 24-5n-liw in the Palm- 
dale area of Antelope Valley is drill- 
ing around 1100 ft., according to con- 
sensus Of field men. 


West Newport 
Test Drilling 

Pacific Supply Cooperative’s Mills 
No. 1, on the calendar as a deep test 
of the Hunter-Atha sector at West 
Newport in Orange County, continues 
to drill on down at 3900 ft. The ven- 
ture is likely to be taken down to near 
7000 ft. for a look at the Main zone. 
Average depth of wells already prod- 
ucing in the sector is between 4400 
and 4600 ft. Canon Drilling Company 
of Beverly Hills has completed its 
Canon No. 3 on Sec. 13-6s-1lw, the 
same section as the Pacific Supply 
test, at 4938 ft. for an estimated 150 
barrels of oil a day on the pump. 


Athens Well 
Starts Drill 
Spudded and drilling rapidly on 
down is the Warren L. Meeker, Ope- 
rator, No. 47 well on Sec. 18-3s-13w 


in the Athens-Rosecrans field. Robin 
Willis is engineer. E. W. Pauley has 
two wells going in the field. 


Castaic Hill 
Wildcat Digs 

With K. L. Kellogg & Sons as con- 
tractor, Indian Cil Company’s Ament- 
Dunn No. 1 test ir the widening Cas- 
taic Hills area is digging at 3925 ft. 
Location is on Sec. 36-5n-17w. 


Carrizo Plains 
Wildcatting Failure 

Carrizo Plains in San Luis Obispo 
County has recorded. another duster 
with the abandonment of Hancock 
Oil Company’s SMLC-Arnold No. 1 
wildcat in the Edgar Anticline sec- 
tor. The well, on Sec. 4-32s-19e, 
found nothing of interest to 3885 ft. 
At Creston in San Luis Obispo 
County, Dielectric Laboratories, 
Inc., is making hole at 900 ft. with 
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Ryan No. 3 test on Sec. 21-28s-14. 
Contractor is Fairco Drilling Com- 
pany. 
Paloma Test 
Headed Deep 

Ohio Oil Company’s KCLA No. 72- 
4. on Sec. 4-32s-26e in the Paloma 
field, which probabiy will not be con- 
tent until all formations have been 
poked to 20,000 ft. at last reports was 
digging at 13,500 ft. A number of 
other operating organizations wiil 


share financially in the venture after 
it reaches the level of 14,500 ft. 
Arvin Test 
Drilling Due 

Texas Company, one of the leading 
exploratory concerns in California, is 
about to spud its Brant No. 1 test on 
the southwest quarter of Sec. 24-31s- 
29e in the Arvin area. Locatiori is 
about one mile southeast of the com- 
pany’s George No. 1, which nearly a 
year ago opened up a nice new field. 





Here’s What One 
Major Oil Company 
Accomplished 


Saved ‘18,450” 
Reduced Fishing 


Time 77 1° 


(in one year) 





By controlling tong torque and increasing 
drill collar service with the 
MARTIN-DECKER TONG TORQUE GAUGE 


The Martin-Decker Tong Torque Instrument removes the two basic causes of 
drill collar failures—overtonging, which results in pulled and distorted threads, 
and running collars too loose, which allows the joints to work, resulting in cracks 


and washouts. 


The Martin-Decker Tong Torque Instrument is simple in construction and design, 
consisting of a hydraulic unit attached to a gauge by means of high-pressure hose. 
It can be set to any desired value and is always in a position where it can be easily 
seen by the operator. It is quickly mounted or removed from the tong handle by 


means of a pin. 





Check These Outstanding 
Features 


Prevents drill collar failures. 

Ideal for checking automatic 
cathead. 

Establishes and holds a max- 
imum pull regardless of oper- 
ating variables. 

Easy to install and easy to 
use. 

Adjustable for any desired 
torque. 

Highly portable, rugged and 
dependable. 

Available for all sizes of col- 
lars and joints. 








Write for descriptive 
literature! 


*The Martin-Decker Tong Torque Gauge 
was not solely responsible for the entire 
savings, but this instrument made possible 
the program of controlling torque on drill 
collars. 





Orcutt 
Well Digs 

Drilling is moving ahead at 3800 it. 
in Union Oil Company’s Dome No. 
18 deep test on Sec. 24-9n-24w at Or- 
cutt, Santa Barbara County. Sania 
Fe Drilling Company is contractor. 


Half Moon Bay 
Wildcat Works 

Not many miles northeast of the 
little Half Moon Bay field, which once 
showed production and thereby en- 
hanced San Mate» County, Standard 


of California has spudded an interest- 
ing wildcat known as Standard-Rich- 
field-Cafferata & Pimental No. 1 on 
Sec. 2-6s-5w. Field history indicated 
that the deepest well ever drilled in 
close proximity to the Standard ven- 
ture was undertaken by Shell Oil 
Company with its Cowell No. 1, which 
drilled to a dusty depth of 5900 ft. at 
location southwest of the new wildcat: 


Hydesville 
Test Staked 


The Texas Company has staked and 





cooling towers 
last twice as 
long with Fluor 
periodic 
inspections 








@ After 25 years of continuous service, 
this Cooling Tower at Stauffer Chemical 
Company, Vernon, California, was com- 
pletely renovated by Fluor Cooling Tower 
Repair. 


Let a Fluor qualified specialist 
inspect your cooling towers 
periodically, to keep them at peak 
performance. Small defects can be 
detected early to prevent expensive 
repair bills later. Operating life 
can actually be doubled! 

At no cost to you, Fluor will 
inspect to determine repairs 
necessary to bring it back to original 
efficiency, will furnish a complete 
written report, a blueprint and 
itemized statement of materials 
needed and will bid for the job 
competitively. 

Regardless of the make or 
model, Fluor will repair it 
economically—on a contract or 
cost-plus basis. We have the 
experience, the men, materials and 
facilities to handle the entire job 
or any part of it. Inquire through 
any Fluor office. 


These two papers—‘“Cooling 
Tower Maintenance” and 
“Chemical Deterioration of 
Cooling Tower Lumber” will 
be mailed free on request. 


Engineers - Constructors Manufacturers - 


THE FLUOR CORPORATION, LTD., LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 
New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Tulsa, Houston, San Francisco 


Head Wrightson Processes Ltd., Teesdale House, Baltic Street, London, E.C.1., England 
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Represented in the Sterling areas by: 


= @ 


is approaching the spudding stage with 
its Holmes-Eureka NCT-Two \\o. 1 
test on Sec. 9-2n-le in the Hyde: ville 
Nose area, Humboldt County. I vtro- 
ly Oil Company’s Petroly No. 1 j:ros- 
pect job on Sec. 6-2s-2w in Mattole 
Valley is idle temporarily at 385 {:, 


Bradley Canyon 
Wildcat Drills 


At Bradley Canyon in Santa Bar- 
bara County, General Petroleum Cor- 
poration’s Houk No. 14-9 is drilling 
on down at a depth of 6850 ft. Santa 
Maria Drilling Company is sinking 
the well on Sec. 9-9n-33w. Near Los 
Olivos, Laguna Consolidated Oil Com- 
pany was last reported making hole 
at 3940 ft. with its No. 1 try on Sec. 
18-7n-30w. Acme Drilling Company 
is doing the work 
Montalvo 
Well Good 

In the Montalve field along the Ven- 
tura County ocean strand, Standard 
Oil has completed its McGrath No. 72- 
15 on Sec. 25-2n-23w at 9910 ft. Ini- 
tial yield on the gas lift was 268 bar- 
rels of oil and 171,000 cubic ft. of 
gas daily. K. L. Kellogg & Sons are 


contractors. 


Monterery County 
Wildcatting Gains 
Approximately eight miles south of 
the Ardo field, The Texas Company is 
about to spud its Signal NCT-One No. 
1 in the Branch Ranch area on Sec. 
28-24s-10e, Monterey County. In the 
Biaggi sector, northwest of San Ardo, 
Charles Acker Harris, Dave Horne 
and Paul Neighbors have plugged 
their Western No. 2 wildcat on Sec. 2- 
22s-9e back to 760 ft. from a total 
depth of 1380 ft. and have set casing 
at 748 ft. Normal tests have been ini- 
tiated. Murdock Oil Company's Mar- 
ian No. 1 test on Sec. 9-20s-8e in the 
King City area is making hole below 
1790 ft. 


Aliso Canyon 
Test Grading 

Ground is being graded for Union 
Oil Company’s Porter-Sesnon No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 4-2n-16w, about a mile 
and one-quarter south of production 
in the Aliso Canyon field. On See. 
34-3n-16w in the field, B. F. Porter 
Estate is starting Sesnon Fee No. 3 
well. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





San Joaquin Valley 


Edison Groves 
Wildcat Drills 

One mile northwest of production 
at Edison Groves in Kern County, 
Trico Oil & Gas Company’s Hotchkiss 
No. 1 on Sec. 30-29s-29e is digging a- 
way below 1200 ft. The well is de- 
signed to go to 5000 ft., plus or minus, 
for a scrutiny of the Vedder zone. 


Dagney Gap 
Wildcat Quits 

Following electric log run, dipmeter 
operations and sidewall sampling, M. 
J. M. & M. Oil Company’s Alferitz 
No. 1 has been abandoned at a bottom 
of 2512 ft. The project drilled on Sec. 
10-25s-18e and in sc doing bumped in- 
to the Point of Rocks at 1260 ft. 


Shale Hills 
Try Fishing 

Fishing drill pipe is the current 
status of Standard of California’s 
Bergman No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 5-27s- 
18e at Shale Hills in Kern County 
Present depth is 5906 ft. Southeast of 
Fruitvale, the company’s Shellabarger 
No. 48 on Sec. 30-29s-27e is slugging 
away below 5700 ft. The well is on 
property owned by Phillips Shellabar- 
ger. 


Goosloo Adds 
Test Activity 

Taking a four-mile step from its 
established development in the Goosloo 
area of Kern County, The Texas Com- 
pany is about to start its downward 
journey with its KCL-Goosloo-South 
No. 1 on Sec. 8-30s-25e. In the Arvin 
area, Texaco’s Di Giorgio No. A-1 
test proved a duster to 5661 ft. and 
was given up. Located on Sec. 10-31s- 
29e, the try topped the Schist at 5610 
ft. 


Ciervo Area 
Wildcat Site 

San Benito County’s Ciervo Anti- 
cline region has the wildcat interest 
of James Lee Aydelott, who has com- 
menced operations on his No. 1 well 
on Sec. 2-17s-122. Once a diamond 
star in the Pacifiz Coast baseball lea- 
gue, Aydelott is understood to have a 
wary eye always cast for likely horse- 
hide talent possible of recommenda- 
tion to the major league teams. He is 
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an extensive landowner in San Joa- 
quin Valley, particularly in the vici- 
nity of Hanford. The derrick on his 
present effort is about two miles 
southeast cf Standard’s Nicholas No. 
1, which was given the final touch last 
October for an initial output of 80 bar- 
rels of 25.2 gravity crude oil daily. Gn 
Sec. 8-17s-lle, Calzona Exploration 
Company as this ‘s written has reached 
a depth of 300 ft. with its Calzona No. 
1 wildcat well. In the Hollister area, 
W. W. Holmes, Operator, has finished 
on the pump O'Connor No. | test on 
Sec. 33-17s-9e. The well, drilled to a 
bottom of 1937 ft. sanded up after 
pumping a while and_ representative 
production gauge, therefore is not yet 
available. At Lonoak, the operator is 
making hole at 2390 ft. with Chambers 
No. 1 on Sec. 15-18s-9e. Tide Water 
Associated Oil Company’s O’Connell 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 5-12s-4e in the 
Sargent area has reached 809 ft., un- 
der the guidance of Thomas P. Pike 
Drilling Company, contractor. © 


Ant Hill 
Try Begins 

Slightly less than a mile north and 
east of the Ant Hill field in Kern 
County, Independent Exploration 
Company is primed to drill M. & T. 
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No. 56-14, a wildcat well on Sec. 14- 
29s-29e. The weli is likely to go to a- 
round 2500 ft. The company has pro- 
grammed a number of important wild- 
cats, including a job on its 2500-acre 
block in the Wheeler Ridge area, about 
two and one-half miles South of the 
Richfield’s recent find. 


Ten Section 
Test Spudded 

Kern County Land Company has 
started its KCY No. 44-33 wildcat on 
Sec. 33-30s-26e, slightly less than a 
mile southeast of Shell Oil Company’s 
Ten Section field. The venture marks 
a new chapter in the annals of Kern 
County Land Company as never be- 
fore has this great organization drilled 
a wildcat on its own behalf. The com- 
pany has undertaken drilling jobs on 
proved location in recent months, but 
until the coming cf KCY No. 44-33 
has not essayed into the exploratory 


' branch. Kern County Land some time 


ago made known that under a new 
program it would drill now and again 
locations here and there on its own 
fee-owned properties. 


Cambria Test 
Digging Deeper 

Near the town of Cambria in San 
Luis Obispo County, James C. Han- 
nah’s No. H-5 wildcat test on Sec. 6- 
27s-8e continues to drill ahear at 800 
ft. Navy Oil Company has suspended 
operations temporarily at 5024 ft. with 
its Navy No. 2 in Elkhorn Valley. The 
project, which is credited with some 
showings, is located midway between 
fields at Cuyama Valley and Midway- 
Sunset. 


Tulare County 
Venture Quits 

Pioneer Associates have pulled out 
of Congress No. 3 on Sec. 22-22s-27e 
near Porterville in Tulare County, af- 
ter deepening the well from 838 ft. to 
a bottom of 1115 ft. Formerly flying 
the banner of Congress Petroleum 
Company, some oil sand was reported 
topped at 828 ft. Loffland Bros., con- 
tractors, are ready to start deepening 
from 11,460 ft. Harry H. Magee’s 
H. C. Morris No. 1 on Sec. 26-24s- 
23e in the Trico area. 
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§$hell Proves Practicability 
Of Air Drilling 

Drilling with compressed air from 
“slands” carved out of 2,000-foot 
mountain peaks is the oilman’s lat- 
est weapon in his fight to reach oil 
reserves. 

Air drilling, long popular in min- 
jng, is being used successfuly at 
Shell Oil Company’s rugged South 
Mountain field where drilling with 
rotary mud proved impractical. 

The compressed air was brought 


into play when Shell ran into diffi-. 


culty shortly after it began accel- 
erated drilling program at the 940- 
' acre oil field purchased from oilman 
F. E. Fairfield last year. The ter- 
rain necessitated drilling as many as 
six different wells at various angles 
and directions in order to reach oil- 
producing zones beneath the earth 
as much as one-half mile or more 
apart. 

Mud was lost while drilling 
through the first 500 to 1,000 feet 
of subsurface, commonly called “sur- 
face drilling.” The circulating mud 
would flow into cracks encountered 
by the drill bit as it. penetrated 
highly porous and volcanic forma- 
tions common in the South Moun- 


tain properties. In one well, cracks 
such as these had to be cemented off 
six different times during the first 
000 feet of drilling to prevent ex- 
cessive loss of mud. 

Following months of experimen- 
tation, Shell’s Coastal division man- 


Five of the nine compressors that supply a constant volume of 
air for surface drilling are shown here on one of Shell’s moun- 
taintop island locations at South Mountain, near Santa Paula. 
Porous subsurface formations common in this field, causing loss 
of mud circulation, have resulted in Shell’s successful experi- 


mental work with air drilling. 
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Shell's drilling foreman, G. J. Wimer (cen- 
ter) and district production foreman, A. H. 
Curry (extreme right) talk over air drilling 
operations with C. C. Dupuy, contract drill- 
ing foreman, on one of the drilling rigs lo- 
cated on Shell’s South Mountain properties. 





ager, B. P. Eastin, now reports that 
during the surface drilling at South 
Mountain compressed air has success- 
fully replaced mud in carrying drill bit 
cuttings to the surface. 

Before Shell put compressed air 
to use in the drilling operations. at 
South Mountain, the company car- 
ried on considerable research into 
the pneumatic process at its explo- 
ration and production research cen- 
ter in Hotston, Tex. Later the 
method was tested by seismic crews 
in the field while drilling shot-holes 
60 to 100 feet deep. 

Prior to the introduction of the 
new method of drilling at South 
Mountain, the old cable tool method 
was tried in an attempt to eliminate 


lost mud circulation. The cable tool, 
or percussion, method of drilling re- 
quires no circulation of drilling mud 
and consequently is not affected by 
loss of circulation. However, it is 
extremely slow, and maintaining a 
straight hole is difficult. 

Also, when surface drilling is com- 
pleted with the cable tool method, 
the cable tool derrick and equipment 
must be removed and replaced with 
rotary equipment before proceeding 
to drill the hole deeper. 

“Since first starting this new proc- 
ess in South Mountain,” Eastin said, 
“we have completed the surface drill- 
ing by air in more than ten wells 
from three different island locations. 
Air drilling has resulted in as much 
as a 50 per cent saving of surface 
drilling costs over the cable tool 
method through reduced drilling 
time.” 

A battery of nine compressors sup- 
plying 4,180 cubic feet of air per 
minute are used to create a constant 
volume of compressed air. The air 
is forced into the drill pipe down to 
the bottom of the hole under ap- 
proximately 100 pounds of pressure. 
As it escapes, it expands, cooling the 
bit and bringing the cuttings to the 
surface where they are expelled 
through the flow pipe under the 
floor of the rotary drilling table. 

One of the major problems in the 
use of air drilling at South Moun- 
tain has been preventing the fine 
dust, or cuttings, as they are brought 


At Shell's South Mountain properties, cuttings from the drill bit, 
usually brought to the surface with circulating mud, are forced 
out of the hole by air pressure. Because of the loss of circu- 
lation during surface drilling, air is being used instead of rotary 
mud during the first 500 to 1,000 feet of drilling operations. 
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to the surface, from reaching the 
drilling crew on the floor of the rig. 

To overcome this, a special piece 
of equipment, known as a Kelly 
pack-off (or air pack-off) has been 
devised to prevent the cuttings from 
escaping as they reach the surface 
and to force them through the flow 
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pipe and out to one side of the der- 
rick away from the crew. 

The same derrick and drilling 
equipment used for surface air drill- 
ing can be used to continue deeper 
drilling operations by merely sub- 
stituting mud pumps for the air com- 
pressors. 





Richfield Opens 
Casper Office 

Richfield Oil Corporation has 
opened a Rocky Mountain Division of- 
fice in Casper, Wyoming, from which 
it will conduct an oil exploration pro- 
gram in the Rocky Mountain and Wil- 
liston Basin areas, Charles S. Jones, 
president, said recently. 

Heading the new office as division 
geologist is John H. Wiese, assisted by 
Ben W. Ryan, Jr., geologist. Both 
have been members of the Richfield 
staff for several years in the Northern 
Division office at Bakersfield, Calif. 
Additional personnel for the Rocky 
Mountain office, located in the Casper 
National Bank building, 113 E. Sec. 
ond Street, will be named within the 
next few weeks, it was announced. 

The Casper office will supervise 
exploratory work in Montana, Wyo- 
ming, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Utah, Colorado and Nebraska. Rocky 
Mountain Division operations will be 
complementary and adjacent to Rich- 
field’s exploration program in western 
Canada, announced in February, Jones 
said. 
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South Florida 
Petroleum Scene 

Believe it or not, Southern Florida, 
with its sugar-white beaches, balmy 
breezes, and vacaiion resorts is taking 
on a pronounced oil hue. The increase 
of petroleum interest in the area is a 
result of Continental Oil Companv’s 
widespread leasing of approximately 
1,000,000 acres south from a point 
near Miami. Reports indicated that 
CONOCO is planning to launch a 
drilling campaign soon in the area. 
In view of development shown throug- 
out the nation by the virtue of modern 
drilling technique, Florida may some 
day reach the position now held by 
California—an area of important oil 
production as well as a world-famed 
vacation land. The Florida leases 
gained by Continental include blocks in 
Willsborough, Pasco, Manatee, Sara- 
sota, Highland, Dade, Monroe, Brow- 
ard, Osceola, Sumter, St. Lucie, Char- 
lotte, De Soto, Hardee, Glades, Hen- 
dry, Martin, and Okeechobee coun- 
ies. It is understood that Geologi- 
cal and Geophysical work on the land 
has already been conducted. The drill- 


ing of the first test well is delayed on- 
ly by the decision as to the besi loca- 
tion for the project. Ralph Arnold, 
geologist, currentiv studying the north 
Florida Areas, long ago predicted 
that the southern part of the Penin- 
sula state sometime would be found 
oil-bearing. 


Lane-Wells Sponsors 
Student Contest 


The Lane-Wells Company is spon- 
soring a Technical Paper Contest for 
Petroleum Engineering students of ten 
universities and colleges throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

Lane-Wells, in celebrating its 20th 
year of service to the Petroleum In- 
dustry, is presenting this event for the 
benefit of the Industry and the Petro- 
leum Engineering students who will 
some day be a part of it. 

Those eligible are undergraduate or 
graduate students in Petroleum En- 
gineering who are regularly enrolled at 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Texas, Colorado School of Mines, 
Louisiana State University, Pennsyl- 
vania State College, Tulsa University, 
University of Alberta (Canada), Uni- 


versity of California, University of | 


Oklahoma, University of Southern | 
California, or University of Texas. | 
A $200 First Prize and $100 Second 
Prize will go to the authors of the best 
papers presented at each school. The 
winning papers of each school will be 
collected, bound and distributed to the 
Petroleum Industry and participating 

universities. 

The contest is open now. Complete 
details may be obtained from the Head 
of the Department of Petroleum En- 
gineering at each of the schools listed 
above. 





Water Associated Oil Company's 


Tide 
Lloyd No. 58 in the Ventura Avenue Field. | 
Left to right: K. C. Cooper, and C. S. Wister. 
both rig repairmen. 
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Southern California Petroleum Cor- 
poration of Los Angeles announces 
that following the consolidation of 


| Camay Drilling Company into SCPC 
| and the dissolving of Camay Drilling 


as a corporation, the latter will in the 
future be operated as a division of 
Southern California Petroleum. 

R. C. Turner has been elected a vice 
president of SCPC and in that capa- 
city will serve as manager of Camay 
Drilling Company division. William 


te or | H. Mannon has become a vice presi- 
En- |) dent of SCPC and the manager of the 


edat | engineering and geology departments. 


Elmer E. Stone has been named assis- 
tant secretary of Southern California 
Petroleum. 

SCPC has consolidated all account- 
ing in the Camay offices at 201 East 
Compton Boulevard, Compton. The 
petroleum company’s accounting de- 
partment formerly was in the General 
Petroleum Building, Los Angeles. 
This move was decided upon as a 
means of bringing together the ac- 
counting of SCPC and Camay division 
under one roof. Additional office 
space is under construction at the 
Compton headquarters in order to take 
care of expanding requirements. 





Santa Fe Drilling Company is work- 
ing over Bolsa Chica Oil Corporation’s 
Kidson No. 1-1 wildcat on Sec. 22-2s- 
I5w east of Playa Del Rey, Los Ange- 
les County. The venture was drilled 
originally to 7474 feet and at that 
operational stage showed considerable 
promise but production established 
failed to live up to expectations. The 
contractor has pulied 7-inch casing set 
at 7416 feet and is ready to redrill the 
well, which is near Lincoln Boulevard 
and the Pacific Electric right-of-way. 
Santa Fe is busy with wells in all state 
areas. 





Hoover Drilling Company has com- 
pleted Honolulu Oil’s No. 8-62P well 
on Sec. 8-32s-24e in the Buena Vista 
Hills field at 4401 feet for an initial 
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yield of 65 barrels of 33.1 gravity oil 
a day through a 12/64-in. choke. Gas 
yield was 541,000 cubic ft. daily. 


Union Oil Company currently is 
using 13 contract strings of tools drill- 
ing in California. Three are active in 
the coastal area, nine in the southern 
division and one in the Valley division. 





Orville Fraker, former relief tool- 
pusher for Brown Drilling Company 
of Long Beach, has been elevated to 
tool-pusher on the concern’s rig No. 7. 
Jack Rice, driller on the same rig, has 
been promoted to relief toolpusher re- 
placing Fraker. Newell Hunnicutt has 
been made drilling superintendent, and 
Bob Walker, petroleum engineer. 

Brown has completed for Los Nietos 
Company well No. 86V-18F on Sec. 


18-20s-16e at Coalinga Nose, Fresno 
County. The well came in flowing at 
the initial rate of 1322 barrels of 38 
gravity oil and 693,000 cubic ft. of gas 
a day. In Sacramento County, the 
contractor is busy for Brazos Oil & 
Gas Company at River Island, and 
for Standard at Clarksburg. Tools 
also are working at Rio Vista, Bitter- 
water, Freeport, Powell Canyon, Kern 
Valley, North Arvin and other areas. 





From the U.S. Bureau of Mines in 
Washington comes word that recovery 
of crude oil in some areas of Califor- 
nia by secondary methods can be 
scored in line with economic rules. 
There is no charge for copies of a re- 
port on this subject. They can be ob- 
tained from the Bureau of Mines, 
Publication Distribution Séction, 4800 
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Forbes Street in Pittsburgh, Pa. It is 
titled “Report of Investigation 4887.” 


Loffland Bros. have spudded and 
are drilling ahead with Union Oil 
Company’s Torrey No. 84, a followup 
job to the “76” exciting discovery well 
in the Torrey Canyon field, Ventura 
County. 


A number of changes have been 
made by the Petroleum Administration 
for Defense in its system of allocating 
oil country tubular goods for the third 
quarter of 1952. Brad Mills, execu- 
tive vice president of the American 
Association of Oiiwell Drilling Con- 
tractors at Dallas, made known that 
the PAD has reported that field stocks 
of pipe will be opened up to all opera- 
tors which normally drill 19 or fewer 
wells in a year and to those whose total 
allocation of pipe for a single quarter 
is less than 50 tons. Field stocks pre- 
viously were available exclusively to 
drillers of eight or fewer wells. There- 
fore, Mills remarked, many more 
operators will be permitted to either 
obtain their pipe from the stocks or the 
mills. It was pointed out that allot- 
ments from emergency field stocks 
no longer will be restricted for wild- 
cat drilling as before but will be made 
available for other unusual emergency 
situations. 


Helmerich & Payne, Tulsa, Okla., 
contractors are drilling Robert S. 
Lytle’s interesting exploratury well on 
a 6380-acre farmout from General Pe- 
troleum Corporation in the Red De- 
sert Basin area in Fremont and Sweet- 
water Counties, Wyo. Lytle’s many 
California field successes include dis- 
covery of prolific Coalinga Nose. 


The Dallas office of the AAODC 
has announced that standard contract 
forms are ready for distribution to the 
drilling industry throughout the count- 
ry. Recently developed by the associa- 
tion’s special contract committee, pri- 
ces are as follows: 

Lots of 100 or more, 12% cents 
each; 50 to 100, 15 cents each; 10 to 
50, 1714 cents each; and one to 10, 20 
cents each. 
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Lane-Wells Adds 
Concentration to National 
Coverage 

Lane-Wells Company, in an e‘fort 
to give a more concentrated cover- 
age in all of this country’s major 
oil fields, has increased its number 
of locations by fifteen in 1951 and 
1952. Customers using Lane-\Vells 
technical oilfield services now have 
66 points in the United States from 
which they can readily have a crew 
“on the lease” in a matter of min- 
utes. 

1951 saw ten new locations in the 
Gulf Coast, Mid-Continent, and Pa- 
cific Coast Divisions. Five more 
have been added since January of 
1952. 

Haskell Truck Station, under the 
supervision of Harry Johnson, was 
opened at Haskell, Texas. Sales En- 
gineer A. W. Cook is based here to 
help solve the problems of oil men 
in the North Central Texas District. 

Freer, Texas, is the location of | 


another new truck station. E. M. @ 


Eddings, Jr., is in charge of this 
South West Texas service point. 

In the West Texas District, Lane- | 
Wells has added two truck stations. 
E. W. Sutton, Jr. is Operator in 
Charge of the McCamey, Texas, 
Truck Station and H. J. Whitman 
is Superintendent of the one recently | 
opened at Monahans, Texas. 

In the Mid-Continent Division, the 
company has opened its first branch 
in North Dakota. Oil men in this 
part of the Rocky Mountain Dis- 
trict will be served by Ernest H. | 
Winer, Operator in Charge of the 
Williston Truck Station. ‘ 

All Lane-Wells services and prod- | 
ucts, including Radioactivity Well § 
Logging, Bullet and Koneshot Per- 
forating, Packers, aud Bridging 
Plugs, are available from all service 
locations. Opening of these five new 
locations is in line with the com- | 
pany’s continuing policy to make | 
service readily available in all ac- 
tive oil areas. 
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Western Canada 

A new gas reserve for the West- 
coast Transmission gas line inay have 
been tapped by Pacific Petroleums in 
northeastern British Columbia. Oper- 
ator found wet zas in the Permo- 
Pennsylvanian at 6289-6300 feet. Po- 
tential production was estimated at 
10,500,000 cubic feet daily at compa- 
ny’s Fort St. Jonn No. 4. Further 
tests were under way for oil which 
may lie under the gas level. Pure 
naphtha also was found in good quan- 
tity. 

The well is three miles to the north- 
east of the discovery well which also 
yielded a large quantity of wet gas as 
well as oil. Pacific Petroleums and 
several other companies hold large ac- 
reage in the area which is along the 
route to be followed by the gas line to 
the west coast. 

Another development in the Fort 
St. John area will be watched with in- 
terest. Van-Tor Oils and Explorations 
Ltd. will drill two wells on their Peace 
River holdings in Alberta. One well 
will be drilled to the Permo-Pennsyl- 
vanian expected at about 5000 feet, 
and the Van-Tor-Milne No. 1 will be 
deepened. Wilrich Petroleums are as- 
sociated in the venture. 

The Peace River area is one of the 
most active in Alberta this year. Ex- 
portable gas will be taken from this 
section of the province to British Co- 
lumbia and the Pacific Coast. 


North Dakota 


Amerada Petroleum Co. is prepar- 
ing to drill an extension to its discov- 
ery well in the Croff area of McKen- 
zie County. At last reports it was rig- 
ging up No. 1 North Dakota State B, 
located at ¢ sw ne 360-150n-96w. Oper- 
ator’s discovery is the No. 1 Risser, 
which is still undergoing tests. The 
company also is drilling a wildcat, No. 
1 North Dakota D, in the Charlson 


area of the same country. 
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New Mexico—Utah—Wyom 
In Williams County, to the north, 


Amerada is going ahead with develop- 
ment work in the Beaver Lodge area. 
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At the No. 1 Fretland wildcat, small 
quantities of gas-cut mud were re- 
covered at 8660-75 following acidiza- 
tion. The No. 1 Findahl wildcat was 
drilling at around 5600 feet. Drill stem 
test with one-quarter inch choke re- 
covered 22 barrels of oil per hour 
from 8572-94 feet after being plugged 
back from 8696. Amerada was pre- 
paring to test the Madison at its No. 
1 Alvin Iverson. Shows of oil and wa- 
ter were found at deeper levels. 

Out of more than a score of active 
locations in the Beaver Lodge area, 
Amerada is the operator of 16. 


Montana 


New tests are announced for widely 
separated areas of the state, with four 
new locations staked in the Williston 
Basin area of eastern Montana. 

General Petroleum Corp. will drill 
the No. 51-34-P wildcat in the Dry 
Coulee area of Pondera County for 
a test of the Madison at 2300 feet. 
Location is nw nw ne 34-28n-4w and 
is north of the Pondera field. The 
same company also will drill No. 36- 
12-P in the Mud Lake area of Hill 
County for a Devonian test to 6500 
feet. Location of this test is sw ne sw 
12-36n-15e. 

In the Williston Basin, Shell Oil Co. 
made location for a Pine Unit well in 
Wibaux County at c s/2 ne ne 30-12n- 
57e, which would be a northeast ex- 
tension to the discovery well in that 
area. Texas will drill the No. 1 State 
D, a Cedar Creek extension in Dawson 
County, at c sw nw 36-15n-54e. Shell 
is preparing to drill a wildcat three 
miles northeast of its Richey area dis- 
covery in the same county. Test will 
be the No. 22-9 Knudson, c sw se 9- 
23n-50e. Bill Tomberlin has staked lo- 
cation for the No. 1 Vorhies, a Cedar 
Creek extension in Dawson County. 
Location is c sw nw 36-15n-54e. 

Carter Oil Co. has spudded in two 
wildcats in the Powder River Basin 
area in the southeastern part of the 
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state. Operator was reaming at 630 
feet in its Northern Pacific RR No. 1 
in the South Armeils area of Rosebud 
county, location c sw se 23-3n-40e. 
Liscom Creek No. 1 in the Liscom 
Creek area of Custer County was 
waiting on cemeni at total depth of 
752 feet, location sw sw 15-1n-45e. 
Wyoming 

Gov. Frank A. Barrett of Wyoming, 
addressing the Wyoming Geology As- 
sociation at a meeting in Casper, re- 
newed a previous prediction that the 
state’s oil production will climb to 
300,000 barrels per day by the end of 
1952. Production last year was slight- 
ly under 200,000 barrels. 

In his address Gov. Barrett attacked 
federal ownership of western lands 
and said neither Wyoming nor the 
other public domain states can fully 
develop their mineral resources so 
long as the federal government holds 
ownership of large areas. 

Some basis for the governor’s pre- 
diction regarding Wyoming crude 
nroduction was found in the feverish 
pace at which new locations were 
being staked and new commercial pro- 
duction obtained. Out of 14 comple- 
tions in recent week, there were 11 
producers and three failures. Twenty- 
one new locations in the state were an- 
nounced at the same time. 

In Sheridan County, latest county 
to get commercial production, McDer- 
mott & Co.’s discovery, No. 1 Elsie 
Barry on Ash Creek was rated for an 
initial potential of 174 barrels of oil 
per dav. but this was accompanied by 
about 55 barrels of water. Production 
is from the Shannon at the interval 
4715-21 and oil is 33 gravity. Opera- 
tor was moving in rotary tools for an 
offset, the Edward E. Birchby No. 2 
McKenna, nw nw 25-58n-85 w. 

At Foster Gulch in Big Horn Coun- 
tv, Texas Co. has not announced any 
further shows in its No. 1 Unit after 
discovery of gas in the Morrison, 
which was topped at 8620 feet. The 
Sundance was topped at 9310 and the 
Chugwater at 9520, without results. 
At last reports effort was being made 
to regain lost circulation at 9773 feet. 
Location is c nw sw 6-54n-96w. 

Bonanza Oil Co.’s No. 4 Govt.- 
Berwick, in Big Horn County, flowed 
357 barrels of oil per day through 
open tubing at total depth of 2769 feet, 
and the company plans seven new 
wells in the area. 
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In Converse County Phillips Petro- 
leum has staked location for a 12,000 
foot test of the North Glenrock Area, 
7-34n-75w. Phillips drilled to the La- 
kota, 13,146 feet, total depth, in its 
Werner Unit, 20-37-n, Converse 
County. Well was plugged back to 
10,197 feet for test. Oil shows were 
found in the Frontier. 

Continental Oil Co. has started an- 
other well in West Sussex in Johnson 
County after bringing in Conoco No. 
13 for 240 barrels of oil per day 
through one-quarter inch choke. Gra- 
vity is 42 degrees. Location, nw ne nw 
8-42n-79w ; total depth, 3000. 

The Wind River Indian Agency will 
hold a land lease sale for 800 acres of 
tribal lands. Sealed bids will be ac- 
cepted until 2 p.m. June 13 at the Of- 
fice of the superiniendent of the agen- 
cy, Fort Washakie, Wyo. The land 
involved lies between the Pilot Butte 
and Winkleman fields. 


Colorado 

Gas from the Denver-Julesburg Ba- 
sin will be carried through a 100-mile 
12-inch line scheduled for installation 
late this year. Natural Gas Producers, 
Inc. will lay the line from the Yenter 
pool, Logan County, Colo., to the state 
capital. The company is a subsidiary 
of the Colorado Interstate Gas Co. 

What may be the first Lakota (M 
sand) producer in the Denver-Jules- 
burg Basin has been brought in by 
Sinclair Oil and Gas Corp. Operator 
recovered 905 feet of black oil from 
its No. 2 Sindt, nw se sw 31-10n-52w, 
Logan County. The test is an exten- 
sion in the West Padroni field. 

British Americar was preparing to 
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test its No. 1 Smithe wildcat, sw sw sw 
29-12n-52w, after recovering gas on 
test of the D sand. The well is in Lo- 
gan County and north of the \Vest 
Peetz field. Test was drilled to 5330 
feet, total depth, and plugged back to 
5220. 

To the south, in Washington Coun- 
ty, Kimbark Co. planned to reperfor- 
ate after shutting off water at its No. 
1 Ward, se se se 3-2s-54w. Fifty bar- 
rels of oil per hour had been found 
through perforations at the interval 
4790-94, but water later came in, and 
steps were taken to reperforate. 

Nine new locations were announced 
recently for the Denver-Julesburg Ba- 
sin, with four of them in Logan Coun- 
ty. In the San Juan Basin in south- 
western Colorado, Cheyenne Oil Ven- 
tures, Inc., was readying a 5000-foot 
test at Horsefly Peak, 6-45n-9w, in 
Ouray County. 

In Saguache County, southern Co- & 
lorado, Orrin Tucker-Homer Snow- § 
den et al recovered gas and distillate 7 


from the San Luis wildcat, 13-41n-8e. i 


Production was through perforations 7 
at 6310 feet with 3000 feet of water 7 
cushion. Operator shut in the well and | 
planned to squeeze. 


Nebraska 
New activity in Hayes County in the 7 
southwestern part of the state is in- 7 
dicated with the announcement that 7 
Glen E. Vague, an independent opera- § 
tor, has acquired 33,000 acres which | 
adjoin Schio Petroleum acreage. : 
In Cheyenne County Service Drill- 7 
ing recovered 20 feet of slightly oil 7 
and gas cut mud at its Cheyenne Coun- | 
ty wildcat, 22-16n-51w. Production | 
was on drill stem test of the interval | 
5113-23 feet. Forty-five feet of mud § 
and 90 feet of oil and gas cut mud | 
were recovered from the interval | 
51-15-43. Drilling. continues 
Superior Oil brought in a gas well 
in the North Big Springs area, Deuel | 
County. Production was rated at 966,- 
000 cubic feet daily. Location is 6- 
13n-42w. 


New Mexico 


Kingsley-Locke recovered an ini- 
tial 7,600,000 cubic feet of gas daily | 
from the South Largo, se nw nw 6 | 
26n-7w. Production is from the Pic- 
tured Cliffs zone, at 2130 feet. This 
is the best production from the zone 
thus far in this area. 
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New Self-Propelled Oil Well 
Servicing Hoist Is As Mobile 
As Its Name Implies 

A new oil well servicing hoist re- 
cently developed by the Hopper 
Machine Works of Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia has proved to be so flexible 
in its operation that it has well 
earned the trade name of “Hoist- 
mobile.” 

It has earned this trade name 
especially because of the ease with 
which it can be moved from job to 
job under its own power and the fa- 
cility with which it can be maneu- 
vered into working position at the 
well. 

One of the first of these units 
manufactured was put to work by 
the Richfield Oil Corporation of Los 
Angeles, California. Its first assign- 
ment was in the Cuyama Valley 
which included the rugged Morales 
Canyon Sector, where curving roads 
combine with grades up to 20 per 
cent to make the going difficult. 
Rough terrain and _ hard-to-reach 
small well locations seemed to offer 
little hindrance to the mobility of 
the unit. 

This is accredited to its unique 
design and also to the ample pro- 
pulsion power furnished by a six- 
cylinder General Motors Diesel en- 
gine equipped with GM torque con- 
verter. On location the operator can 
drive into position at the well with- 
out complicated backing and with 
excellent visibility from the cab can 
see where he is going at all times. 
This, of course, is an important ad- 
vantage from a safety and time sav- 
ing angle. 

Basically, the Hoistmobile is a 
four-axle vehicle, 35 feet in length, 
with the engine mounted at the ex- 
treme rear, a double drum winch 
amidship, and a folding derrick at 
the front, over the cab. 

The chassis consists of two main 
ful! length longitudinal members, 
fabricated of alloy steel with suit- 
abl cross members. It is of the 
double drop” type which provides 
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maximum stability with the re- 
quired wheel clearances. In addi- 
tion, the chassis members serve as 
the engine base, the hoist base and 
as an integral part of the derrick 
base. 

The rear-end assembly is a stand- 
ard tandem axle and differential unit 
equipped with dual wheels. The 
f-ont-end assembly is a pair of tan- 
dem axles also, equipped with sin- 
gle wheels, but with both pairs of 
wheels steerable. This feature great- 
ly increases the maneuverability of 
the vehicle by reducing the turning 
radius, and it eliminates tire dam- 
age by scuffing, which usually re- 
sults from the use of tandem front 
axles with only the front pair of 
wheels being steered. 

Power for both propulsion and the 
hoist is furnished by a single six- 
cylinder Series 71 General Motors 
Diesel Engine Model 6082 equipped 
with torque converter. Because of 
its high horsepower capacity for its 
size, with corresponding light weight 
and convenient dimensions, this en- 
gine is furnished as standard equip- 
ment. Other engines can be fur- 
nished at the customer’s option. The 
engine is mounted at the extreme 
rear of the vehicle with the radiator 
facing aft, and the torque converter 
output shaft forward. Immediately 
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ahead of the converter output shaft, 
and coupled to it by a short uni- 
versal joint shaft, is a right angle 
gear box, which has a straight- 
through shaft as well as one at 90° 
from the input. 

The straight-through shaft of the 
right angle gear box is coupled to 
the input of a Model TG 607 Alli- 
son Torqmatic Transmission, which 
in turn drives back and down to 
the differential through another uni- 
versal joint shaft. The TG 607 trans- 
mission, which is hydraulically ac- 
tuated and full-torque shifting, has 
three speeds forward, a neutral and 
a reverse, with the following ratios: 


1st—4.4 :1 
2nd—2.33 :1 
3rd—1.0:1 

Rev.—3.54:1 


(Overdrive ratio of .76:1 is effective 
on the above.) 


The 90° shaft of the right-angle 
gear is coupled to the input of a 
Model TG 602 Allison Tranmission, 
which in turn drives a hoist by 
means of a roller chain. The TG 602 
transmission is similar to the Model 
TG 607, except with respect to the 
shaft arrangement. Since only two 
speeds to the hoist are needed, the 
4.4:1 ratio is left out of the TG 602, 
leaving the 2nd, 3rd, neutral and re- 
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The overall length of the Hoistmobile is under 50 feet whea its 90 foot derrick is folded 
to a ready-for-the-road position. The forward location of the cab offers excellent visi- 
bility both for highway travel and for driving “head on” into position at the well. 
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verse, without the overdrive ratio 
of .76:1. 

By placing the right angle gear 
immediately adjacent to the con- 
verter, it is subjected to only the 
engine torque as multiplied by the 
converter, and not to the full torque 
out of either of the transmissions, 
so a smaller gear can be used. 

Since both transmissions have neu- 
tral positions, the controls are inter- 
locked so that only one can be en- 
gaged at a time. In other words, 
for the vehicle transmission to be 
put in any position other than neu- 
tral, the hoist transmission must be 
in neutral, and vice versa. 

The “Hoist” is a standard Hopper 
Model IG or G, equipped with air 
clutches, and the larger Model G ap- 
pears to be the more popular. With 
the standard GM Diesel power unit 
and the Model G hoist, the combi- 
nation is suitable for the servicing 
of wells, both rods and tubing to 
6500 feet. 

The Hopper folding derrick is one 
of the outstanding features of the 
Hoistmobile. With a clear working 
height of 90 feet and a hook load 
rating of 70-tons, it folds into road 
position with an overall length of 
only 49 feet, 6 inches and a maxi- 
mum height of 13 feet, 6 inches. Rais- 
ing and lowering of the derrick is 
accomplished by means of hydraulic 
rams. Maximum safety has been 
built into the hydraulic system to 
reduce to a minimum the hazard 
of either mechanical failure or op- 
erator error. The blocks remain 
strung at all times thus speeding the 
operation of moving from one loca- 
tion to another. 

The controls for the main drum 
of the hoist are located on the front 
derrick leg at ground level on the 
right hand side from the hoist. The 
well-puller has a close-up view of 
the well head and an unobstructed 
view of the racking platform. The 
sand reel controls are located in the 
conventional position on the side of 
the hoist. Operation is simplified by 
the use of air controls for the engine 
and transmission. 

The vehicle controls are located 
in the one-man cab and they are 
astonishingly simple for a vehicle as 
large and heavy as the Hoistmobile. 
In the first place, the steering effort 
is reduced to a minimum by the use 
of a hydraulic booster. Then there 
is no clutch pedal; only pedals for 
the air brakes and foot throttle. The 
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A single General Motors six-cylinder Diesel 
engine with GM Torque Converter pro- 
vides power both for propulsion of the 
vehicle on the highway and operation 
of the Hopper Hoist on the job. The unit is 
capable of servicing wells down to 6500 
feet. 
“gear shift” is a small lever moun- 
ted on the side of the cab with ap- 
proximately 1” of travel required 
between successive positions corres- 
ponding to the transmission ratios. 
Certain features of the Hoistmo- 
bile such as the folding derrick and 
the tandem front axle assembly with 
all wheels steerable were originated 
by the Hopper Machine Works and 
are, therefore, understood to be cur- 
rently exclusive to their manufac- 
ture. 


New Splash Plate 
For Slush Pumps 

A new type of splash plate for 
protection of extension rods and 
crossheads in slush pumps is now 
being introduced by the Oteco 
Equipment Company, Houston, 
Texas. The new plate is easier to 
install than plates of conventional 


design, and cost less to maintain. 
As the piston rod of the slush 

pump slides in and out of the cyl- 

inder liner, mud and abrasive sub- 


-stances may lead from the cylinder, 


If such injurious substances reach 
the extension rod, damage to vital 
power parts can result. Protection § 
is achieved by use of a disc-like 
splash plate on the Oteco Piston Rod 
Hammer-Up Lock-Nut, which is the 
lock nut connecting the piston rod 
to the crosshead. 

The new Otece splash plate is a 
disc of thick, tough plastic material, 
made for all types and sizes of oil 
field slush pumps. Unlike conven- 
tional splash plates, the Oteco plate 
is not an integral part of the lock 
nut. It is a separate plate slipping 
easily into a matching groove in all 
Oteco Hammer-Up Lock-Nuts. Thus 
any Oteco Hammer-Up Lock-Nut| 
can be equipped for splash plate 
service, and it is not necessary to 
carry special nuts with pilates at-| 
tached. In case of damage, only the | 
splash plate need be replaced. 


Leschen Issues New 

Chart Folder | 
Wire Rope Ton-Mile Chart Fold- 

er, available from A. Leschen & Sons § 

Rope Co., explains and il!ustrates | 

how to determine wire rope ton | 
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miles and evaluate rotary drilling 
lines. Enlarged charts show effec- 
tive weight of drill pipe, tubing and 
drill collars in drilling mud, as well 
as ton-miles per round trip per ef} 
fective weight of pipe. For copy, 
write A. Leschen & Sons Rope Co.,| 
5909 Kennerly Avenue, St. Louis 12, 
Missouri. 
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Sumatra Crude 


(Continued from Page 1) 


of domestic crude oil in California but 
this shortage is being off set by im- 
ports of foreign oil and the movement 
of crude oil from ‘Texas and Colorado. 
For more than a year, Standard of 
California has been importing about 
10,000 barrels daily of crude oil from 
Borneo and since January 1, 1952, has 
been bringing in approximately 10,000 
barrels daily of domestic crude from 
West Texas and Colorado by tank car. 
The Borneo imports will be supplanted 
by imports from Sumatra, as indica- 
ted above, and the daily rate will be in- 
creased. Several months ago, military 
authorities were instructed to purchase 
approximately 40,000 barrels daily of 
fuel oil requirements in the Gulf Coast 
in order to alleviate conditions in Cali- 
fornia. This was not found too practi- 
cal and the Navy has adopted the poli- 
cy of purchasing kerosene distillate in 
the Gulf Coast and moving the cutter 
stock to California refineries where it 
is blended with heavy fuel oil in pro- 
portions necessary to make Navy spe- 
cial fuel. No exact amounts are avail- 
able for publication but it is known 
that over 500,000 barrels of cutter 
stock has been moved into the Califor- 
nia area for blending purposes. 


Normal outlets for California mar- 
keters have been consistently contrac- 
ted in recent years and will probably 
be further reduced upon completion of 
Trans-Mountain Oil Pipe Line Com- 
pany’s Canadian line from Edmonton 
to Vancouver because obviously the 
sritish Columbia market for Califor- 
nia crude oil will eventually be sup- 
plied by Canadian crude oil. Califor- 
nia shipments to British Columbia ap- 
proximate 16,000 barrels daily. The 
projected large diameter crude oil pipe 
line from West Texas to Los Angeles 
may possibly become a reality in 1954 
despite general belief that no such line 
will be laid because of economic limi- 
tations. The feasibilitv of this line is 
a very controversial subject. Costs 
will be high but the undertaking ap- 
pears feasible, provided firm commit- 
ments are made, and will permit Cali- 
fornia operators who have production 
in Texas to lay that production down 
in Los Angeles Basin. This project 
has tentatively been given the green 
light to go ahead but no allocation of 
steel has yet been made. Upon com- 
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pletion of this line and the Canadian 
line, there should be no shortage of 
crude oil or refined products on the 
West Coast in the foreseeable future. 
California marketers who have or will 
eventually develop production in Can- 
ada will obviously bring such crude oil 
to California or to some point in the 
Northwest where refining facilities 
will be provided. The probable impact 
on fuel oil and heating oil of a natural 
gas pipe line into the Northwest from 
Canadian fields or elsewhere will pro- 
bably be serious and impair the de- 
mand for liquid fuel. The Pacific 
Northwest, with the highest potential 
source of hydroelectric energy in the 
country has been confronted with a 
severe power shortage for many years. 

Existing price contro! legislation ex- 
pires June 30, 1952, but there appears 
little possibility that it will be allowed 
to die a natural death. From a politi- 
cal standpoint, neither party could 
stand the repercussions that would fol- 
low and, while the act may be changed 
somewhat, it is not likely it will be al- 
lowed to expire. An extension of nine 
months has been recommended by the 
Senate Banking and Currency Com- 
mittee. Three-attempts have been made 
to secure authorization from OPS to 
adjust ceiling prices’ for crude oil. 
Two have been denied, one is pending. 
The Independent Petroleum Associa- 
tion of America petitioned for decon- 
trol and removal of all ceilings ; Union 
Oil Company asked for an average in- 
crease of 60 cents per barrel and a 
commensurate increase in refined pro- 
ducts. The only action pending is an 
application of California independent 
operators for an adjustment in ceiling 
prices of crude oil produced in Cali- 
fornia. The recommended ceiling is 
slightly higher than average California 
prices in 1948 and, for the first time, 
OPS has a definite and concrete sche- 
dule set up to compare with 1948 pri- 
ces. OPS will probably deny the peti- 
tion on general principles, notwith- 
standing the fact that some allowance 
should be made for the new wage in- 
crease and the high cost of drilling 
and producing equipment. The unreal- 
istic attitude of OPS and PAD is ma- 
nifestly unfair and is designed prima- 
rily to perpetuate a dominating bu- 
reaucracy in power. Wage stabiliza- 
tion and price stabilization are being 
unfairly administered by power poli- 
tics and the petroleum industry is 
being unduly penalized. 


Kingman Advances at G.P. 

D. G. Kingman, San Joaquin di- 
vision superintendent of General Pe- 
troleum Corporation’s Production 
Department, has been advanced to 
the post of assistant manager of 
joint venture operations. 

This was announced recently by 
Max S. App, General Petroleum 
vice-president and director of pro- 
duction and became effective May 
16. Kingman in his new post is lo- 
cated at the Los Angeles headquar- 
ters of the company. 

Kingman has spent fourteen of 
his nearly twenty years with General 
Petroleum in the San Joaquin region. 
He was successively a production 
foreman, a production engineer, as- 
sistant to division superintendent, 
and production superintendent be- 
fore becoming division superintend- 
ent in 1944, 

A native of Riverside, California, 
and a graduate of the California In- 
stitute of Technology (M.S. in M.E. 
’29), Kingman has been active in 
the American Institute of Mining 
Engineers and the American Petro- 
leum Institute. He is a district oil 
and gas commissioner for the Kern, 
Tulare and Inyo counties area. 

His civic interests include the Taft 
Rotary Club, the Taft Chamber of 
Commerce, American Red Cross, 
and the Taft City School Board of 
which he is a member. 


John J. Oliphant has been advanced 
to the post of superintendent, San Joa- 
quin division, of General Petroleum 
Corporation’s Production department, 
according to an announcement by 
R. O. Swayze, manager, California 
operations. 

Oliphant, whose appointment be- 
came effective May 16, replaces 
D. G. Kingman, whose appointment as 
assistant manager of joint venture 
operations was announced last week. 

Since 1948 Oliphant has been pro- 
duction superintendent of the San Joa- 
quin division. 

J. F. Bohns has been named to suc- 
ceed Oliphant as production superin- 
tendent. 

A graduate of the University of Ut- 
ah, Oliphant has had over twenty years 
service with General Petroleum in en- 
gineering and supervisory positions. 
He is a member of the American Insti- 
tute of Mining and Metallurgical En- 
gineers and the American Petroleum 
Institute. 
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The wife, looking for her hus- 
band, finally found him at the Star 
and Garter barroom. She took a 
sip of the drink sitting before him. 

“Harry, how can you drink this 
awful tasting stuff?” 

Turning to her with a hurt ex- 
pression on his face, he said, “That 
should prove how wrong you’ve been 
to think I’m always out enjoying 
myself.” 





“Have you seen Faith’s new eve- 
ning gown?” 

“No, what does it look like?” 

“Well, in places, it looks quite a 
bit like Faith.” 





“My dear, I wish you would wear 
a gown in the second act that is not 
so daringly cut.” 

Actress: “But that is the latest 


style and I paid $200 for it.” 

Stage Manager :“That may be true, 
but when your husband says, “‘Wom- 
an, you are hiding something from 
me,’ the audience can’t figure out 
what he means.” 





Repentant He: “Sweetheart, I've 
brought some things for the one I 
love best. I bet you can’t guess 
what they are?” 

Bored She: “A pipe and a fifth 
of liquor. 


Then there’s the couple who were 
married and lived happily even after. 





When a woman says, “T’ll be ready 
in a minute,” you can be sure of one 
thing—she speaks English. 


> PE 

- ME 

| Ww. 

i ‘' 

Upon entering a room in a San/y a 
Francisco hotel, a woman recognized 99 
a well-known oil man pacing up andy — 
down, and she asked what he was 9 


doing there. 

“T’m going to deliver a speech,” he 
said. 

“Do you usually get very nervous 
before addressing a large audience?” 
“Nervous ” he replied. “No, I never 
get nervous.” 

“In that case,’ demanded the lady, 
‘what are you doing in the Ladies’ § 
Room?” s 

He had just given his wife a beauti- |7 
ful new skunk coat. : 
“T can’t see,” she remarked, “how such ~ 
a nice coat could come from such a of 
foul-smelling beast.” 

“Well,” he replied, “I don’t care 7 
about thanks, but I do insist upon res- 
pect.” 
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GEOLOGRAPH 


Ask the men who know — the 
men who have used Geolograph for years. 
They'll tell you how Geolograph enables the 
driller to make the most of every tour! 
graph's foot-by-foot record shows drilling breaks, 
the exact time of day each foot is drilled, down 


GEOLOGRAPH 


MECHANICAL WELL LOGGING SERVICE 
P.O. Box 1291+ Oklahoma City 1, Okla. 





Abilene, Houston, Odessa, Lubbock and Wichita Falls, Texas— 
Bokersfield, Calif.—Shreveport and Baton Rouge, 


la.—Casper, 
Wyoming—Glendive, Mont.—Sterling, Colo.—Farmington, New 
Mexico—Liberal, Kansas—Oklahoma City, Okla. 
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